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Hanover. 

Danzer HaxRior, N 
WE arrived here laſt night, ex- 
ceedingly fatigued with the 
journey, having found the roads and 
accommodations, even worſe than we 
had been led to expect ; the former we 
w-erẽ forced to ſubmit to patiently, but 
the latter we had fortunately guarded 
againſt, by the precautions taken at 
Oſmaburgh. Our firſt poſt was to 
Vor. II. B Bompte, - 
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Bompte, twenty-one Engliſh miles, a 
miſerable village; from this place to 
Diepenau is twenty-four miles, the road 
very bad all the way. It is impoſſible 
to Ueferibe the wretchedneſs of the 
miſerable inhabitants of theſe villages; 
the children run about quite naked ; 
in the houſes, or rather hovels, the fa- 
mily and the cattle pig all together, and 
are buried in dirt and filthineſs; the 
poſt-houſę was more decent than we 
expected to find, and contraſted with 
the others, had even an appearance of 
cleanlineſs ;—as this is nearly half way 
from Oſnaburgh to Hanover, thofe who 
travel this road, generally ſleep here, 
as we did, and had very good beds, 
though I did not venture between the 
ſheets, but lay down in my cloaths, or- 
dering Sally to throw the coverlid over 
me. At four in the morning we pro- 
ceeded to Leeſe, a miſerable poſt-houſe, 
kept by an old woman, who anſwer- 

ed 
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© 4 4 
ed the deſcription of Otway's hag in 
the Orphan, or Unhappy Marriage ; 
my father ſaid, ſhe wanted only a broom, 
to reſemble one of Macbeth's witches. 
Here the road divides, one way lead - 
ing through Hagenburgh to Hanover, 
and the other (which is the great poſt- 
road) through Nuneburgh to Ham- 
burgh. We of courſe took the road to 
Hagenburgh, which is a very pleaſant 
village; the poſt - houſe remarkably near ; 
it attracted my notice by a railed fence, 
painted white, which encloſed the gar- 
den, as I had ſeen nothing of the kind 
ſince we left Holland. Here we had 2 
very comfortable dinner, which we en- 
joyed the more, from comparing jt with 
the miſerable places we had paſſed 
through. From Hagenburgh to Ha- 
nover, is eighteen Engliſh miles, the 
road very broad and good, as, you may 
ſuppoſe, when I tell you that we were 
only three hours and a half in going 
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it ; there was alſo a livelineſs in it, to 
which we had been long unaccuſtomed ; 
we met ſeveral gentlemens' carriages, 
there being many country houſes be- 
longing to the nobility and gentry on 
this road. We ſtopped half an hour at 
a ſmall neat houſe, which was very full 
of company, and not unlike thoſe places 
of entertainment which are ſo much 
Trequented*by tradeſmen and their fa- 
milies in the vicinity of London. We 
reached the gates a little before ſun- 
ſet, and ordered our carriage to the 
houſe of Monſieur M , to whom 
my father had letters of recommenda- 
tion and credit from his banker, and 
who had written to us at the Hague, 
and politely invited us to refide with 
him during our ſhort ſtay in this city, 
which my father accepted, thinking it 
would be more agreeable to me, than 
an inn; but in caſe we remain here 
we'd time, we _ provide ourſelves 
private 


, 


private apartments. Monſieur M. is a 
widower, and has only one child, a 
daughter, about eighteen, who will 
have a very confiderable fortune ;—ſhe 
was educated in England, and appears 
to be a very ſweet girl, and highly ac- 
compliſhed. , I am ſure J ſhall be vaſtly 
pleaſed with her. After a ſlight ſupper, 
ſhe attended me to an elegant apart- 
ment, confiſting of an anti- chamber, 
bed - chamber, dreſſing- room, and a large 
light cloſet, with a tent bed for Sally; 
after ſaying ſhe hoped I would con- 
ſider myſelf at home, ſhe wiſhed me a 
good night, and retired, Not having 
been ſo comfortably accommodated for 
ſome time, and being a good deal fa- 
tigued, I fell aſleep almoſt as ſoon as I 
got into bed, and did not awake till 
Sally came to tell me the family were 
aſſembled at breakfaſt, I hurried on 
a morning, dreſs, and was conducted 
into the breakfaſt-room, which was 
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elegantly furniſhed, and looked into the 
garden. Miſs M. was dreſſed à VAn- 
glaiſe, and looked very beautiful; ſhe 
was ſeated at the tea-table when J en- 
tered, and paid her compliments to 
me, very gracefully, After breakfaſt, 
Monſieur M. propoſed driving through 
ſome of the principal ſtreets in bis 
eoach, before dinner, but I begged to 
be excufed, as I wiſhed to dedicate a 
little time to my dear Harriot, and 
give Sally ſome directions for adjuſting 
my wardrobe, In my next, I hope to 
give you joy of the ſafe arrival of your 
brother, who muſt be here very ſhortly, 
unleſs my father's letter from Amſter- 
dam miſcarried, or he is detained by 
fickneſs ; in which latter caſe, you, my 
.dear, would certainly have written to 
me, as any letters that might come 
after we left Amſterdam, were ordered 
to be forwarded to us here, under co- 


wer to Monſieur M. Indeed I know not 
| what 
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what to think, and own that this un- 
expected delay, gives me great uneaſi- 
neſs ;=I will, however, hope the beſt, 
and have recourſe to my pen for amuſe- 
ment. Sally attends to dreſs me, ſo I 


muſt leave off; when I have leiſure, I 


will give you a ſhort deſcription of this 
city, the capital of the'eleforate z on 
ſecond thoughts, as the poſt is juſt go- 
ing for England, I will ſend this with 
my father's packet. As we are ſtationary 
here for ſome time, I expect to hear 


from you as ſoon as poſſible after you 


receive this; if our dear Charles is 
really ill, pray do not conceal. the truth 
from me, for almoſt any news is pre- 
ferable to this uncertainty.— Adieu, 
my dear friend; my father ſends a 
large packet to colonel Nugent, and 
a letter to lord L *. Give my affection- 
ate love to your dear mother, and. believe 


me to be, your's moſt ſincerely, 
Lovisa DIGBY. 

® Theſe letters do not appear. 
B 4 Miss 
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Miss Diezy ro Miss MoxpAuxr. 


Hanover, Auguſt, yet 
My DEAR HAM RIOT, ood 
| T7 AVE given into the wiſhes of he 
= iy dear father, and this worthy an 
family, in attending them al} over this gar 
city and environs, and endeavour to * 
feem pleafed with what I ſee and hear, life 
though my heart is ill at eaſe ;—what * 
adds to my uneaſineſs, is, the furpriſe bY 
winch my fathcr cannot now and then op 
help expreſſing at Mr. Mordaunt's de- * 
lay, though he takes great pains to con- 3 
ceal it from me; and as mere conjec- 1 
tures ſerve only to perplex and diſtreſs for 
me, J very readily concur with him _ 
in avoiding all converſation on the ſub- . 
ject: I cannot ſay that this city an- f 
fwers my expectation; perhaps the fault Ke 
is in myſelf; for we certainly fee = 


things in a different light, according to 


( 9:2 


the different temper we are in at the 
time ;—though ſome of the buildings 


are very grand, and it is the reſidence 


of the principal Hanoverian nobility, 
yet the place ſeems thinly inhabited, 
and is very dull, Here is nothing of 
the hurry and buſtle of Amſterdam, 
and very little of the gaiety and ele- 
gance of the Hague ; and were it not 
for the military, there would be no 
life in it;. indeed, many of the firſt 
families are at their country ſeats, and 
the places of public amuſement are ſhut 
up, which muſt make the town appear 
to leſs advantage ; the officers ſeem to 
be in general genteel men, for the Ha- 
noverian, is eſteemed a very honourable 
ſervice. We were on the parade yeſ- 
terday to ſee the grand guard relieved, 
which was a very pleaſing fight. I was 
a good deal ſurpriſed to ſce that the 
commanding officer wore the Engliſh 
order of St, George, with the garter 
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( wo ) 
blue riband. On pointing him out 
to my father, he told me it was prince 
Charles of Mecklenburgh, ſecond bro- 
ther to the queen. Almoſt inſtantly one 
of his highneſs's aids-de-camp came to 
us with the prince's compliments, and an 
invitation to iny father to dine on the fol- 
lowing day; the book in which our names 
were entered at the gate, being always 


laid before the prince every morning. 


After dinner, we drove to the palace 
of Herenhauſen, about three miles diſ- 
tant; the houſe is neither large nor 
commodious, the paintings very indif- 


ferent, and the furniture greatly decay- 


ed, but the gardens, though quite in the 
Dutch taſte, are extremely agreeable on 
account of the fountains, which play 


every evening in fine weather; the 


largeſt riſes to a ſurpriſing height; the 
column of water which is forced up into 


the air, appearing to be larger in cir- 


cumterence than a man's body, This 
5 palace 


Out 


@ 


palace and garden were great favorites 
of the late king's, and we were ſhewn a 
fmall room, where he retired to ſmoak ; 
and the very arm-chair in which he 
uſed to ſit, with a ſattin cuſhion, nearly 
devoured by the moths, was pointed 
out to us. The inhabitants are ex- 
tremely attentive to the Engliſh, and 
value themſelves not a little, in giving 
kings to England, from the electoral 
houſe of Hanover. The grand parade 


is ſurrounded with barracks for the 


troops; near it is a very pleaſant walk 
below the rampart, with a double row 
of trees; but it is frequented only by 
the bourgeoiſe. People of faſhion ſel- 
dom walk on foot, and as but little 
trade is carried on here, you meet few 
perſons in the ſtreets, which gives the 
city a melancholy appearance. We 
have received invitations to the houſes. 
of the principal families, which I re- 
queſted my father to decline accepting 
B 6 at 
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at preſent ; -e, however, attended a 
private concert this evening, where I 
was prevailed on to play the harpſi- 
chord. Mifs M. was the principal vo- 
cal performer, though ſhe inſiſted on 
yielding the palm to me ;—ſhe ſings 
delightfully, and is indeed a charming 
girl. My watch reminds me that it 
is midnight, and time to prepare for 
reſt; the night is uncommonly ſultry, 
and 1 have obſerved ſome faint flaſhes 
of lightning.—Adieu, my friend, my 
fiſter ; what pleaſure will a line from 
you give to, | 


Your e 6 
Lovisa Dre. 


Miss 
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Miss DicBy n.ConTiuvation. | 


H ! my dear Harriot, it is impoſ- 
fible for me to deſcribe the terrors 
I have ſuffered, from the violence of the 
ſtorm laſt night, or rather this morning; 
when I retired at midnight, the air was 
uncommonly cloſe, heavy, and ſultry ; 
I ſuppoſe 1 might have been aſleep 
about two hours, when I was awaked 
by a loud clap of thunder, which was 
almoſt immediately ſucceeded by a dread- 
ful flaſh of lightning, and another tre- 
mendous exploſion ; unfortunately there 
were no ſhutters to the windows, only 
curtains, and Venetian blinds, through 
which the lightning darted in a dread» 
ful manner. Knowing, as you well do, 
what I ſuffer from apprehenſion in ſtorms 
of this kind, you will fincerely pity 


yo ur poor friend ; had not courage 


to get out of bed, till the thunder feem- 
ing 


I 
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ing to burſt directly over the houſe, I 
flew into Sally's room, who was ſound 
aſleep, notwithſtanding this corvulſion 
of the elements, but was as much fright- 
ened as myſelf, when I awoke her. The 
ſtorm continued without intermiſſion, 
till five o'clock; and the wind, which 
was perfectly ſtill when I went to bed, 
now blew a hurricane; at length it be- 
gan to rain violently, which in about 
an hour conſiderably abated the thun- 
der and the wind; but the ſtorm was 
not over till eight o'clock, —ſo that it 
laſted about ſix hours. At ſeven, I ſent 
Sally into Miſs M.'s room, who as well 
as myſelf, had been exceſfively fright- 
ened, and had juſt ventured into the 
breakfaſt parlour ; the moment Sally re- 
turned, I drefſed myſelf and went down 
to Miſs M. I found her father and mine 
with her, and ſhe was juſt coming to 
my apartment, when I joined them; 
the effect which this dreadful ſtorm 

has 


on 3 


I has had on the garden, in ſo ſhort a 
1d time, is incredible; the walks are ſtrew- 
In ed with leaves, and ſmall boughs from 
* the trees, and the walls ſtript of a great 
he quantity of fruit which had been pre- 
* ſerved with the utmoſt care ;—a very 
ch large vine, abundantly loaded with 
d, grapes, is entirely deſtroyed ; and this 
* beautiful little ſpot, which yeſterday 
= made ſo pleafing an appearance, now 
* looks like a wilderneſs. We expect to 
as hear of a great deal of damage being 


done, eſpecially at ſea *® Good God! 
my dear friend, who knows but Charles 
might have been on his paſſage from, 
Harwich to Helveot laſt night. I am 
almoſt dead with apprehenfions ;—my 
dear father ſees my uneaſineſs, and com- 
_ forts me by ſaying, that he certainly 
muſt have croſſed over before this time; 
nothing, however, but the fight of him, 


the latter end of Auguſt, 1777. 
| or 
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* This ſtorm happened exactly as related, at 
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or an undoubted affurance by letter, 
that he is out of danger, will quiet my 
mind. I am perſuaded to lie down an 
hour before dinner ; my father and our 
worthy friends, will do the ſame, as 
every body was diſturbed by the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm ; in the evening, or 
to-morrow, I will reſume my pen. Six 
o'clock—would any one believe, that 
there could have been ſo violent a ſtorm, 
twelve hours ago? — The ſky is now as 
clear as poſſible, the ſun bright and 
warm, and the late boiſterous wind, 
ſoftened into a pleaſing gentle breeze; 
but notwithſtanding theſe favourable 
appearances, I dread the thought of 
going to bed, for fear of being again 
awoke with the ſame tremendous noiſe; 
but my father aſſures me, 1 may diſmiſs 
_ my apprehenſions, as the violence of 
the recent ſtorm has entirely cleared the 
air, and that we ſhall probably have 
fine weather for ſome time. I mult bid 


5 Jou 


WK. 


you adieu, having conſented to take a 
ride with Miſs M. and the gentlemen, 
on a beautiful little horſe, borrowed for 
me. My ſuſpence, I think, muſt be at 
an end in a very ſhort time—the arrival 
of our dear Charles, or letters from him, 


or you, muſt ſoon remove my preſent 


uneaſineſs.— Farewell, my dear Harriot. 
What pleaſure will it give me to be able 
to acquaint you in my next, that Charles 
is come !—Believe me ever, 
Your ſincere friend, 
Lovisa Dicsy. 
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Mz. Diogv To COLONEL Nuckxr. 


Hanover, 
My pax Coro, 


—— I conceal my uncaſineſs 
as much as poſſible from my 


daughter, yet I cannot help being alarm- 
ed on account of Charles Mordaunt— 
for unleſs my letter to him from Am- 
ſterdam, miſcarried, or ſome accident 
has befallen him, which heaven forbid, 
he muſt have joined us here before this. 
Indeed I fully expected that he would 
have overtaken us on the road, and ſtaid 
two days at Oſnaburgh, in that hope — 
pray, my dear colonel, relieve my pre- 
ſent anxiety, by writing me immediate- 
ly. I cannot help obſerving Louiſa's 
apprehenfions, and endeavour all in my 
power, to keep up her ſpirits, though 
I doubt and fear, that all is not well.— 
25 Mr. 


( 19 ) 

Mr. M, to whom I was recommend» 
ed, has infiſted on accommodating us 
in his own houſe—he is a very worthy, 
reſpectable man; and his daughter, of 
whom he is exceedingly and deſervedly 
fond, is an amiable girl ;—ſhe and 
Louiſa are almoſt inſeparable. We have 
had the moſt violent ſtorm, for the time 
it laſted, that I ever remember, and I 
fear we ſhall read accounts of its having 
done 2 great deal of damage. If Charles 
was on the ſea that night, he probably 
is no more; as I think it next to impoſ- 
fible for the packet to ride out ſuch a 
tempeſt ; and the former part of the 
night, as well as ſeveral days before, 
being very fine, there was every appear- 
ance of their making a good paſſage, 
and they probably weat to ſea, it being 
unfortunately the night of the packet's 
failing; but I will not indulge ſuch 
gloomy reflections; his ſpeedy arrival, 
ar your letter, will, I hope, give all 

Our 
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our fears to the wind. —We have had 
many invitations from the nobility, 
but, at my daughter's requeſt, have 
declined accepting moſt of them. The 
prince of M———g, ſent an aid- 
de-camp to enquire after our health, 
the morning after we arrived. —t am 
juſt returned from paying my reſpects 
to his highneſs ;—I had been in his 
company at the earl's :—he perfectly re- 
membered lady Caroline, who was too 
beautiful for any man who had even 
only once ſeen her, to forget; and aſked 
me ſome queſtions, that revived a pain- 


ful remembrance of former ſcenes—he 


infiſts on being introduced to Louiſa, 
as he ſays, he does not think ſhe can be 
handſomer than her mother was, when 
he ſaw her. It would be the height of 
vanity in me, colonel, to attempt to give 
you a deſcription of this, or any other 
place, in our route. You have viſited 
all the German. courts, and been fur- 

2 niſhed 


niſhec 
profe! 
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from 
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and | 


1 _ WW 


G 


niſhed with opportunities, from your 
profeſſion, of making obſervations far, 
yery far, ſuperior to any which can fall 
from my pen, or indeed come within 
my notice.— Adieu, my dear colonel ; 
let me hear from you by the firſt mail, 
and be aſſured that I remain, 
Your very fincere friend, 
Joan Dre. 


Miss 
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Mrss Dien To Mrss MonDavxy, 


Hanover, 


Mr Dax Haxator, 2 
R. M. is obliged to go to Zell, to 
ſettle a long account with a Mrs, 
Sinclair, to whoſe daughter he was left 
guardian by colonel Sinclair, a Scots 
officer in the Dutch ſervice.— This 
young lady has been of age about three 
months, and retired with her mother to 
Zell, about fourteen years ago, where 
ſhe has reſided ever ſince, except the 
time ſhe was in a convent for her educa- 
tion.—As we found the ladies claimed 
his promiſe of bringing miſs M. along 
with him, my father declared, that if 
he refuſed to comply with their requeſt 
on our account, he would immediately 
leave his houſe. Miſs M. was not, 
however, to be prevailed on to accom- 
pany her father, aſſuring me, in the 
moſt 


( 23) 


moſt engaging and affectionate manner, 
that ſhe feared ſhe ſhould too ſoon looſe 
the pleaſure of my company, and would 
not on any account accept an invitation 
which would deprive ber of the ſmalleſt 
part of the happineſs ſhe at prefent en- 
joyed—the tears, which ſtood in her fine 


eyes, ſpoke the ſincerity of her heart, and 


I embraced her with a fiſtcrly affection. 
My father was greatly pleaſed with 
Miſs M.'s ſenſibility, and immediately 
propoſed a plan, which we all approved; 
—it was to be of their party to Zell, 
the diſtance being only thirty Engliſh 
miles, a very eaſy day's journey.,—One 
of Mr. M.'s clerks was ſent for dire&- 
ly, and inſtructed to ſend any letters 
which might come for us, by expreſs 
to Zell; and if Mr. Mordaunt arrived, 
and was deſirous of following us, to at- 
tend him himſelf ;—and the day after 
to-morrow, we ſet out on this little ex- 
curſion, Miſs M. and myſelf, and our 
wo 
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ewo maids, are to go in Mr, M.'s coach; 
as the weather is delightful, the gentle. 
men are determined to ride on horſeback, 
and Miſs M.'s, and that borrowed for me, 
which is a beautiful creature, are to be 
led by the ſervants, ſhould we feel diſ- 
poſed to mount them on the road—very 
little preparation is neceflary for this 
journey, and I enter into it with better 
ſpirits than I have had for many days 
paſt. We purpoſe being abſent a week, 
unleſs letters from England occaſion our 
return ſooner. —If Charles arrives, there 
is no doubt but he will follow us; and, 
(if all be well)I think it next to impoſ- 


— 


ſible, but hat muſt be the caſe—at all 


events, I will write you from Zell, and 
will ſend this packet by the poſt, which 
is juſt ſetting out for Amſterdam.— 
Believe me, 

 _ Your affectionate friend, 

15 Louis A DicsrY. 


P. S. 1 


( 25 ) 
P. S. I hope you do not fail to give 
my moſt reſpectful love to your dear 
mother, and compliments to all enquir- 


ing friends, though I do not charge you 
with them in every letter. 


Vor. II © Miss 


8269 


Miss DicBsy ro Miss Monpavyr. 


Zell. 
Mr DAR HARRTOr, 


W. arrived here on Tueſday night, 


after a very agreeable day's jour- 
ney. When we got about five miles 
from Hanover, the fineneſs of the 
morning tempting us to leave the car- 
riage, we mounted our horſes, and rode 


to the village of Engſen, which is juſt 


half way to Zell, where we ſtaid to 
dine ;—in the afternoon we proceeded 
on our journey in the carriage ; our 
beloved fathers riding at our ſides on 
horſeback, through avery pleaſant coun- 
try, *till we came within fix miles of 
the city, when we could plainly diſtin- 
guiſh the caſtle, which ſtands very high, 
and makes a noble appearance ;—we 
again mounted our horſes, and paſſed 
through a thick wood, which reaches 
within a mile of the city. At the en- 
trance 


. 


trance into the town, we got into the 
carriage, which drove to a large hotel 
in the market - place, where we found 
very good accommodations. Mr. M. ſent 
a ſervant to inform Mrs. Sinclair of his 
arrival, and that he would wait on her 
in the morning; but declined accept- 
ing the invitation to her houſe, as he had 
friends from England alqug with him, 
whom he intended to introduce to her. 
As it was almoſt duſk when we arrived, 
we contented ourſelves with a ſhort 
walk through the principal ſtreet, whilſt 
{upper wag, preparing, which we ordered 
early, that we might view the caſtle in 
the morning. It was formerly a for- 
treſs of great ſtrength, and the reſi- 
dence of the ancient dukes of Zell; but 
on coming into the family of the duke 
of Hanover, who was ſoon after created 
the gth elector, it gradually fell to de- 
cay. We were obliged, however, to 
poſtpone our intention of viſiting, this 
caſtle. in the morning, by a note from 

| I Mrs. 
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Mrs. Sinclair, deſiring the favor of out 
company at breakfaſt, which invitation 
we were obliged to accept. Mr. M. in. 
formed us, that this lady was born at 
Utrecht, of Engliſh parents, who had re- 
ſided there many years; her father en- 
joying cke ſmall place of commiſſary 
under the king of England there the 
firſt ſaw colonel Sinclair, who was then 
an enfignin a Scots regiment, in the 
ſervice of the ſtates. On his obtaining 
a company, they were married, and lived 
together happily many years, on a flen- 
der incomez——her mother gied ſoon 
after her marriage, and on the death of 
her father, he came into the poſſeſſion 
of about 3000l. ſterling; and her huſ- 
band having obtained the rank of lieu- 
tenant colonel, they were enabled to live 
very genteely, having only one daugh- 
ter, who was about ſeven years old when 
the colonel died; they were with him 
in garriſon at his death, and after ſet- 
ting her affairs, ſhe came, by the * 
1 1 0 
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of Mr, M. who was appointed guardian 
to her daughter, te this city, as a very 
cheap and pleaſant retirement here 
ſhe has continued fourteen years, and 
means to end her days.—Mifs Sinclair's 
fortune is ao - on coming of age, 
with 3000l. on the death of ber mo- 
ner, -an addition, Mr. M. ſays, ſhe 
does not wiſh, being a very dutiful and 
worthy young woman. She is engaged 
to an officer in the ſervice of the Land- 
grave of Heſſe Caſſell; but, like her 
mother, prudently defers her marriage, 
tilt he obtgins further promotion, which 
he hopes do accelerate, by exchanging 
into the Pruſſian fervice, where the riſe 
is quicker. We walked to her houſe 
in the morning, which is ' pleafavtly 
fituated at the extremity of the town, on 
the road to Bergen, which leads to Ham- 
burgh ; we entered the hauſe through a 
ſmall flower garden, laid out in a very 
pretty taſte, ſurrounded with a low wall 
and white rails in front. Mrs. Sinclair 
C 3 received 
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received her friend Mr. M. and his 


daughter, with great cordiality ; and my 


father and ſelf, with as much politeneſs, 


Miſs Sinclair is a fine tall girl, with 
light hair, blue eyes, very fine teeth, 


and high cheek bones; it ſeems ſhe is 
the exact reſemblance of her father, who 
was a very handſome man, and a brave 
officer. She ſeemed delighted to ſee her 
young friend, and paid her compliments 
to me in a very pleaſing manner. We 
were ſhewn into a handſome parlour, 
the windows of which command a very 
extenſive proſpect; - the neatgeſs of the 
houſe, furniture, and garden, Pleaſed me 
beyond meaſure. Indeed it is impoſ- 
ſible for a traveller to paſs through Zell, 
without taking notice of Mrs. Sinclair's 
reſidence, which ſtands at the extremity 
of the town, on the left hand, in the 
road to Haarburgh and Hamburgh. 
The family conſiſts only of Mrs. Sin- 
clair, her daughter, two maids and 2 
man ſervant; they are greatly reſpected, 
i and 
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and viſited by all the nobility of the 
place; they have a coach of their own, 
and hire horſes and a coachman, when 
they pay viſits. Mr. M. fixed the next 
morning for the buſineſs of ſurrendering 
up his truſt to Miſs Sinclair, though he 
has conſented, at her requeſt, to ma-- 
nage her affairs whilſt ſhe remains ſin- 
ole, After a very agreeable breakfaſt, 
we returned to our hotel, having en- 
gaged the ladies to dine and ſpend the 
day with us; to which they conſeuted, 
on condition that we ſhould be their 
gueſts to-morrow; the forenoon of 
which, will be taken up in bufineſs, and 
the afternoon is to be devoted to a viſit 
to the caſtle, which I have a great de- 
fre to ſee. Having ſettled theſe im- 
portant matters, we walked over great 
part of this city, which, though not near 
ſo large as Hanover, is, in my opinion, 
a much more agreeable place; it is as 
well built, and better paved; and prin- 
cipally inhabited by gentry, who live. 
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here in a very elegant ſtile, at a ſmall 
expence. There is a fine walk ſhaded 
from the ſun by a double row of trees, 
with benches for the accommodation of 
the company, which is frequented every 
evening, in good weather, by perſons 
of faſhion; and 1s, I am told, ſometimes 
quite crowded, when the card parties 
are over, which generally break up at 
eight o'clock. We purpoſe joining the 
company this evening, and I muſt retire 
to drefs, as Mifs M. will not counte- 
nance me in appearing in a riding habit, 
which woutd have faved fome trouble ;— 
bur ſhe is arming herſelf at all points for 
conqueſt, though too lovely to need any 
ornaments; for my part, I am con- 
tented to maintain the ground I have 
already gained, and think it a kind of 
infidelity to my dear Charles, to engage 
the attention of any other man; I mean, 
my dear, as an admirer. Coquettry 
and flirtations, were always my abhor- 
rence, which probably aroſe from my 

: + 4 carly 
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early attachment to your brother; whoſe 

perſon and engaging manners, are in my 
opinion, not to be equalled; at leaſt none 
of thole who honored me with their de- 
voirs, ſtood any chance of rivalling him 
in my affections. Whilſt the deeds are 
ſigning, which are to give Miſs Sin- 
clair full power over herſelf and fortune, 
Miſs M. and I purpoſe making a little 
excurſion on horſeback, and the after- 
noon is to be employed in a viſit to the 
caitle, of which I will give you a ſhort 
account before I cloſe this letter, The 

morning after, we return to Hanover, 
from whence my father will.ſend a ſer- 
vant expreſs to England, as he now con- 
feſſes he begins to be very uneaſy that 
Charles is not arrived, and-at the long 
ſilence of lord L. and colonel Nugent. 
For myſelf, I feel a dejection of ſpirits, 
which. 1 fear forebodes no good ; nor 
can all my endeavours to baniſh the 
zloomy train of ideas, which ſucceed 
each other, be for a moment attended 

2 with 
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with the ſhadow of ſucceſs;—but am 
I not ungrateful to. the beſt of fathers, 
by cauſing him the unneafineſs which 
he vifibly ſuffers on my account ?—Hig 
life is far dearer to me than my own; 
and if I cannot be really happy, I will 
at leaſt endeavour to appear to be ſo, 
in his company. But I muſt lay down 
my pen—Oh! Harriot, Harriot, ſhould 
I not be united to my dear Charles 
ſhould not that wiſh of my heart, which 
his merit, and my father's ſanct ion, au- 
thoriſed me to indulge; be gratified 
wretched will be the future days of your 
unhappy friend !—But I will not give 
way to fich gloomy thoughts;—1I will 
ſeek the amiable Mifs M. whoſe ſmiling 
countenance ſhews the peace that reigns 
within; and when alone 1 will go on 
with my journal, though I fear you 
have been long ſince * tired of 
my deſcriptions. 


FRIDAY NICHT— ix CONTINUATION, 
WE had a delightful ride yeſterday, 


and 
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and were aſterwards entertained by Mrs. 
Sinclair, in a ſtile of elegant ſimplicity, 
which ſpoke the taſte of her, and her 
agreeable daughter. After taking cof- 
fee, we drove to the caſtle, having ſent 
in the morning to ſignify our intention. 
The maitre d'hotel attended to receive 
us. I was ſurpriſed to find the greater 
part of this caſtle, miſerably neglected; 
the damage done by the priſoners, who, 
to the amount of four thouſand, were 
confined here, during the late war, and 
who tore down the hangings, and ſpoilt. 


all the furniture, has not been repaired 
ſince, There is indeed one fine ſuite 


of apartments, elegantly fitted up, and. 
furniſhed in the Engliſh faſhion, by or- 
der of his majeſty, for the accommoda- 
tion of his ſiſter Matilda, the late unfor- 
tunate queen of Denmark, who reſided 
here two years, and died in this caſtle 
of a purple fever, attended with a 
droply. The maitre d'hotel, a kind of 
deputy governor, ſpoke in raptures of 
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the affability of this unhappy princeſs ; 
who, though treated with the higheſt 
marks of reſpect, and an appearance of 
freedom, was in fac, no other than a 


ſtate priſoner. She never left the caſtle 


but once, on a viſit to her ſiſter, the 
princeſs of Brunſwick ; and then ſhe 
wrote to England for the king's leave, 
and was eſcorted by a party of Hano- 
verian troops. She frequently walked 
about the town, attended by two ladies, 


and the deputy governor, who was ap- 


pointed by the court of Denmark. The 
princeſs of Brunſwick viſited her ſeveral 
times; and a theatre within the caſtle, 
which had been long neglected, was 
fitted up in a very pretty manner, and 
the players from Hamburgh occafion- 
ally engaged to perform before her ;— 
but ſhe found very little relief from 
theſe or any other amuſements. The 
refuſal of her requeſt to ſee her chil- 
dren, (the preſent prince and princels 
royal of Denmark) which ſhe made re- 

peatedly 
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peatedly without ſucceſs, preyed conti- 
nually on her ſpirits. She had for ſome 
time laboured under a dropſical com- 
plaint, which would probably have oc- 
caſioned her death, had ſhe not been 
ſeized with a fever, which reſiſted all 
medicine, and put an end to her life. 
The matre d'hotel ſhewed me her pic- 
ture, ſet in gold (a great likeneſs) which 
ſhe gave him a ſhort time before ſhe 
expired. We obſerved a portrait ob 
his majeſty, over the chimney piece of 
the drawing-room, with ſome others of 


the royal family, eſpecially one of the 


late duke of York, who died at Monaco, 
of whom ſhe was remarkably fond, 
The inhabitants ſpeak highly of her 


 affability and charity. She commonly 


attended divine fervice, at the pariſh 
church, though a very neat chapel was 
fitted up in the caſtle for her. She was 
alſo buried in the pariſh church, at her 
own particular deſire. We were ſhewn 
the place of her interment, though as 

yet 
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yet no monument is erected to her 
memory. Prince Erneſt, the queen's 
youngeſt brother, reſides here as com- 
mandant, but not in the caſtle, there 


being no apartments proper for him; 


thoſe which were fitted up for the late 
queen of Denmark, and the princeſs of 
Brunſwick, who frequeatly viſited her, 
being reſerved for the uſe of his majeſty, 
ſhould he ever viſit his German domini- 
ons; in which caſe the inhabitants of 
Zell flatter themſelves with the honor 
of ſeeing their king in this city, which 
we leave to-morrow, on our return to 
Hanover.— Adieu, my dear Harriot; 
diſtribute love: and compliments where 

due, for 
Your ſincere-and affectionate friend, 
Lovisa Dior. 
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CoLoneL NuctnT To M. M. 


Harley-freet,. 
| Six, | Fn 4 | 
TAKE the precaution of ſending the 

encloſed letter ro my friend Mr. Dig- 
by, through your hands, requeſting the 
favour of you to prepare him, in the beſt 
manner you can, for the reception of 
the bad news I am under the neceſſity of 
communicating to him.--Poor Mr. Mor- 
daunt lies dangerouſly ill, from ſeveral 
wounds he received laſt night in retugn- 
ing from a friend's houſe two of the vil- 
lains have eſcaped; a third is in cuſtody, 
who has made a ſhocking diſcovery.— 
It was owing to a mere accident, that I 
became acquainted with this melancho- 
ly affair, which I have every reaſon to 
fear will terminate in Mr. Mordaunt's 
death, and involve my friend and his 


affectionate daughter, in the deepeſt at- 
fliction. 
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fliftion, On your prudence and friend. 
ſhip I rely, to uſe all poſſible delicacy 
and tenderneſs, in preparing Mr. Dig- 
by to meet this ſtroke of adverſity with 
fortitude ;—I would adviſe by all means, 
to keep this misfortune from. Miſs Dig- 
by, as long as poflible—and when it can 


be no longer concealed altogether from 
her, to acquaint her only, that Mr, 


Mordaunt was taken ill ſuddenly the 
day before he intended. to ſet out for 
the continent, and is not yet ſufficiently 
recovered to undeftake the journey, 
I have every thing to hope from the 
ſtrength of my friend's mind, and doubt 


not of his acting with the utmoſt cool - 


neſs and judgment, when he has reco- 
vered the firſt ſhock, which my rela- 


tion of this unfortunate affair, muſt 


give him.—I would come over to him 
immediately, did J not think my at- 
tendance neceſſary on Mr. Mordaunt, 
who is yet inſenſible of his misfortune. 
J ſhall 


I ſhi 
frie 
mea 
be! 
ſoor 
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I ſhall be impatient to hear how my dear 
friend bears this ill news, and what 


: meaſures he means to purſue ; and will 
h be much obliged to you to write me as. 
„ ſoon as poſſible— till when, 

Y 1 remain, dear Sir, 

L Your very obedient ſervant, 

1 S. NUGENT. 
[. 
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Corona Nvexvr to Jonx Dicsy, Es 


(1yCLoO3ED IN THE FOREGOING.) 


My pax FZR. 


\ f OU are called. upon for an exertion 


of all that fortitude: and' judg- 
ment, which you poſſeſs in a ſuperior 
degree, and which you ſo.much ſtand 


in need of, on the preſent melancholy - 
eccaſiom. Preſuming that Mr. M. has 


complied with my requeſt, in preparing 
you: for. the ill news I am obliged: to 
communicate, I will relate, in the beſt 
order I can, as many of the circum- 
ſtances attending this horrid affair, as 
have yet come to my knowledge—and 
which I owe to a mere accident. We 
are, however, in a way to obtain all ne- 
ceſſary information, and ſhall, doubt- 
leſs, be able to bring the wretch to ꝑ ub- 
lic. puniſhment, who has. diſgraced bis 

rank, 


| Harley-Hreet: | 
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rank, and rendered his very name de- 


teſtable by the baſe and cowardly aſſaſ- 


ſination of a worthy and innocent man; 
but to the point. — As my friend, cap» 
tain Manly, on Sunday evening about 
twelve o'clock, was returning from 
Great George-ſtreet, he obſerved three 
or four men, who appeared to be fight- 
ing under the dead wall near Scotland- 
yard, and ſuppoſing them to be in li- 
quor, was paſſing on, when he heard 
the claſhing of ſwords ; on which he 
croſſed the ſtreet directly, and found 
three men armed with ſwords, aſſault - 
ing a fourth, who was placed with his 
back againſt the wall, and defending 
himſelf with nothing but a cane; juſt 
as he joined them, the gentleman 
dropt, uttering a deep groan.— Captain 
Manly inſtantly drew, and ran the villain 
who was neareſt him, into the ſide; who 
fell, declaring he was a dead man; 
this on the two other villains made 
101 their 
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their eſcape, which they could eafily do, 
my friend's attention being wholly en- 
gaged, in aſſiſting the unfortunate gen- 
tleman, who lay bleeding on the ground, 
and appeared to he martally wounded ;: 
the fellow whom captain Manly had 
wounded, ſeemed alſo to be dying, and 
groaned dreadfully.— On calling loud- 
ly and repeatedly, for the watch, aſ- 

ſiſtance was at laſt got, and both the 
wounded men were carried into a pub- 
tic houſe that fortunately happened to be 
open. They were both inſenſible; the 
gentleman was carried up ſtairs and laid 
upon à bed by captain Manly's orders, 
whilſt: he ran for a ſurgeon of his ac- 
quaintance in the nighbourhood, wha 
luckily was not gone to bed; the wound- 
ed gentleman, who yet lay in a ſtate of 
total inſenſibility, was undreſſed, by or- 
der of the ſurgeon, who, on examining 
his wounds, declared them to be very 
dangerous, which, together with the 
i | loſs 
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Joſs of ſo much blood, left very little 
hope of recovery ;—it was a long time 
before they could ſtop the bleeding, 
which was at laſt effected; during this 
time, the ſervant, for ſuch he appeared 
to be, was laid on a couch in the back 
room, and was yet in a fainting fit.— 
As no information of the name or refi- 
dence of this unhappy gentleman, could 
be obtained, he being a perfect ſtranger 
to captain Manly and the ſurgeon, it 
was propoſed to ſearch his pockets, in 
hopes of finding his place of reſidence; 
on doing To, they found a letter directed 
to the Reverend Mr. Mordaunt, and 
figned John Digby. The name ſtruck 
captain Manly, as he had often heard 
me mention it, and prevailing on the 


ſurgeon to tay till his return, although 


it was near two o'clock, he came im- 
mediately to my houſe, —The family 
were all in bed ;—but on hearing & vio· 
lent knocking at the door, as I lay for- 

* | wards, 
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avards, I opened the window, demand- 
ing who was there; captain Manly, re- 
joicing to find me at home, deſired me 
jnſtantly to let him in, and, before I could 
aſk a fingle queſtion, gave me the par- 
ticulars 1 have now related, putting your 
letter from Amſterdam to poor Mor- 
daunt, into my hand. I called up the 
ſervants, and ordered my houſe: keeper 
to get a bed ready, intending to remove 
poor Charles immediately, if poſſible. 
J then hurried on my cloaths, and tak- 
ing my two ſervants. with me, returned 
with captain Manly, who urged me to 
make haſte, as he feared my friend 
would be dead, before we arrived.— 
We found him in the ſame ſtate of in- 
ſenfibility.; a wound in his breaſt, which 
appeared to be the moſt dangerous, had 
bled afreſh, and the ſurgeon deſiring us 
to procure more afhſtance, 1 inſtantly 
diſpatched my ſervant for Mr. C. Dur- 
ing this time, Mr. Mordaunt's ſervant 
recovered 
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| him, who, on examining the wounds, 
. declared that he had little hopes of life ; 
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recovered his ſenſes, and on the ſur- 
geon's declaring that he did not think 
the wound mortal, the wretch ſolemn- 
ly promiſed to make an ample ditcovery 
of the villainous affair he had been brib- 
ed to engage in :—fearing to loſe his 
information, by acting too precipitately, 
I told him to compoſe himſelf ; and en- 
gaged, if his maſter recovered, that he 
ſhould not be proſecuted, on condition 
that he made a full and unreſerved diſ- 
covery of every part, and perſon, con- 
cerned in this horrid buſineſs.— And 
the ſurgeon ſaying he might be remov- 
ed with ſafety., we got a chair, it being 
now day-light, and he was carried to 
my houſe, where you may rely on my 
keeping him in ſafe cuſtody. When 
Mr. C. arrived, I went up ftairs with 


during the probing and dreſſing the un- 
fortunate Charles opened his eyes, be- 


ing 
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ang probably rouſed by the violence of 
the pain, but almoſt inſtantly relapſed 
into another fainting fit. Mr. C. ſays, 
it is impoſſible to remove him at pre- 
ſent ; that the great loſs of blood has 
ſo far exhauſted him, that he fears nature 
will fink under it; befides the wound in 
his breaft, which has ſome very unfa- 
vourable fymptoms, he has one in his 
arm, and another in his fide, and muſt 
have defended himſelf with uncommon 
bravery, as two of the villains were 
armed with ſwords, and he had only a 
Might cane. At five o cock, I waited on 
doctor W. who came back inſtantly with 
me, and ordered ſome applications, 
which were ſucceſsful in reſtoring the 
poor fellow to his ſenſes ;—he looked at 
firſt very wildly round him; but ſoon 
became more compoſed, though he 
feemed to have no recollection of what 
had paſſed, or the place he was in; the 
doctor ordered him ſome medicines, 


and 
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and directed that he ſhould be kept as 
quiet as poſſible--the room he is in, lucki- 
ly, is backwards, and looks into a court 
inhabited by poor perſons—whom I have 
promiſed to reward liberally, on their 
making no noiſe; the good woman of 
the houſe has procured us a nurſe—and 
ſeems much intereſted in the recovery 
of our friend—indeed, the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of raſcality and barbarity, 
which mark this bloody attempt, muſt 
fill the minds of all, with deteſtation of 
the infamous abettor of it.—And thus, 
my dear friend, have I given you a 
faithful account of this unhappy affair. 
I fear there is little reaſon to hope, but 
who can tell what favourable ſymptoms 
may appear ?—At all events, nothing 
that ſkill and care can do, will be omit- 
ted; and we muſt leave the iſſue to Pro- 
vidence. Should the worſt happen, I 
will write you by expreſs ; and till then, 
you may depend on a letter from me 

Yor, II, D every 


. 


every poſt.—I think it would be very 
inadviſable to acquaint Miſs Digby 
with the horrid affair; — I fear it would 
be too much for her gentle ſpirits to 
ſupport ;z—but as ſome reffon muſt be 
given her, for Mr. Mordaunt's not 
coming, ſhe may be told, that he was 
taken ill the day before he intended 
to ſet out, and is not yet quite recover- 
ed ;—but this I muſt leave, my dear 
friend, to your better judgment, by 
which you will act, as circumſtances 
require. In what manner to diſcloſe 
this misfortune to Mrs. and Miſs 
Mordaunt, diſtreſſes me beyond mea- 
ſure ;—they are yet at Brighthelmſtone; 
but they muſt know the truth.— Lord 
L. is in the country, and I think the 
beſt way will be to ſend a ſervant ex- 
preſs with an account of what has hap- 
pened, and to ſolicit his advice how to 
break the matter to the unhappy mo- 


ther and daughter.—Adicv, my dear 
friend. 
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friend, =I am quite exhauſted with 
trouble and fatigue ; when your mind 
is a little compoſed, let me hear from 
you; you may rely on a letter from me 
every mail il matters take a turn; that 
it may be a favourable one, is the ſin- 
cere wiſh of 

Your affectionate friend, 

S. NuGenr. 
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 CoLownxL NvcenrT To Jonn Diogx, 
Es q. 


| Harley-Sirut, 


DAR SIR, 


EFORE I enter into a detail of the 
infamous conſpiracy againſt the 

life of Mr. Mordaunt, let me have the 
pleaſure of aſſuring you, that his caſe is 
leſs hopeleſs, in the opinion of the doc- 
tor and ſurgeons, than when I wrote 
laſt; he has perfectly recovered his ſen- 
ſes, though hardly able to ſpeak, from 
the extreme weakneſs occaſioned by the 
loſs of ſo much blood ;—one good ef- 
fect 1 is however produced by it; he has 
at Preſent, no ſymptoms of fever, which 
is confidered as a very favourable cir- 
cumſtance ; but the wound in his breaſt 
is yet in ſuch a ſtate, as to check any 
very ſanguine hopes of his recovery, 


which, it! it ever happens, will take a long 
time 
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time to accompliſh, I am favoured 
with an anſwer from lord L. which 1 
incloſe you. — The meaſures recom- 
mended by his lordſhip have been taken, 
and I expect Mrs. and Miſs Mordaunt 
in town on Friday. The wicked tool, 
employed by the baſe Sir William T. 
has made a full confeſſion of the whole 
ſhocking affair, which he has ſigned in 
the preſence of a magiſtrate. We have 
taken counſel's opinion, in what way to 
proceed, and their advice is, to make 
no ſtir immediately, as the principal 
has left his houſe in St. James's. ſquare, 
though his life was hazarded by the re- 
moval. What aggravates the at tro- 
ciouſneſs of his crime, is, that he has 
been confined to his chamber two 
months, with a compound fracture of 
his leg; and at the time he planned this 
horrid deed, was every hour in dread of 
having the limb amputated. I will 
now givę you an extract of the ſervant's 
5 D 3 con- 
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confeflion, which I will endeavour to 
make as ſhort as poſſible, though after 
all, it will be very long. This wretch liv- 
ed with Sir William at the time you 
went abroad, and had been long his 
maſter's confident in all his libertine af- 
fairs of gallantry. When lord S. re- 
turned to England, Sir William was 
confined to his houſe, by the accident 
I: juſt now mentioned; and on viſiting 
him by chance, mentioned that you had 
publicly declared your intention of giv- 
ing your daughter to Mr. Mordaunt, 
and that you intended to invite him to 
viſit you at Hanover. Violent paſhon, 
(for it does not deſerve the name of 


love) for Miſs Digby, and an equal de. 
gree of hatred towards Mr. Mordaunty. 
determined this baſe wretch to cut bim 


off by aſſaſſination; and by a large ſum 
of money, and promiſes of future ſer- 
vice, prevailed on this man to under- 


take the ſhocking buſineſs. In favour of 
the 


C003 


the deſign, it happened that he was ac- 
quainted with Mr. Mordaunt's ſervant, 
to whom he had given warning, on ac- 
count of his repeated irregularities. Sir 
William directed this man to offer his 
ſervices ; and to engage Mr. Mordaunt 
in his favor, he was to aſſign the profli- 
gacy and diſſipation of his preſent maſ- 
ter, as the reaſon for leaving him. The 
ſcheme ſucceeded to their wiſh, and by 
a hypocritical affectation of ſobriety and 
diligence, he ſoon became a great fa- 
vorite with his new maſter. On the re- 
ceipt of your letter from Amſterdam, he 
directed this villain to prepare for their 
journey to Hanover, and intruſted him 
with a letter he wrote you, fixing, as near 
as poſſible, the time he hoped to be with 
you. In it was incloſed a tender letter 
to Miſs Digby, both which this wretch 
carried to Sir William, who peratec 
and then deſtroyed them; and on M 


Mordaunt's reſolving to pay a viſit to 
D 4 lord 
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lord L. who was then in the country, to 
take his leave, it was determined to hire 
two deſperate wretches to murder him 
on his return, that the affair might be 
conſidered as a highway robbery, and 
that Mr. Mordaunt's reſiſtanae had coſt 
him his life; — but this ſcheme was fruſ- 
trated by the kindneſs of lord L. who, 
as the road was at that time greatly in- 
feſted with robbers, inſiſted on ſend- 
ing him back in his own chaiſe, attend - 
ed by two ſervants on horſeback, well 
mounted and armed; but a favourable 
opportunity too ſoon offered. On the 
evening before he intended io ſet out, 
ke went to take leave of a friend in Par- 
liament-ſtreet, and ordered his man to 
come to him at eleven o'clock, ſaying, 
that if the evening was fine, he would 
"walk home. The wretch immediately 
>quainted his principal with this cir- 
eumſtance, and the hired ruffians had 
oo guineas a piece given them, to. ſpur 


them 


* ; 
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them on ; they were each furniſhed with 
a ſmall ſword, (as the moſt filent way of 
doing the buſineſs) which they were di- 
rected to conceal under their coats, and 
to loiter about the dead wall of Privy 
Garden, The ſignal agreed on, was a 
cough from this vile ſervant, when they 
were immediately to fall on Mr. Mor- 


daunt, and make ſure work. The bra- 


very of his reſiſtance, and the providen- 
tial aſſiſtance of captain Manly, prevent- 


ed the villains from killing him on the 


ſpot; and the wound which this wretch 
received, has been the means of bring- 
ing this horrid affair to light. As he 
is now ſufficiently recovered to be re- 
moved from my houſe, the magiſtrate, 
who took his examination, has commit- 
ted him to Tothill-frelds Bridewell, and 
he will be admitted as an evidence. We 
have been very cautious in our enqui- 
ries at Sir William's houſe ; his place of 


concealment muſt be ſoon diſcovered, | 


and 
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and the wretched condition he is in, ren- 
ders it impoſſible for him to get out of 
the kingdom. Lord L. will be certainly 
the fitteſt perſon, in your abſence, to 
take the lead in this affair, and there is 
no doubt of his acting with proper ſpirg 
on the occaſion. I long impatiently to 
hear from you, being very much alarm- 
ed for Miſs Digby. By the next poſt, 
you fhall hear again from 
Dear Sir, 
© Your very ſincere friend, 
1s SAMUEL NUGENT. 
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Lord L. ro COLONEL NUGENT, 


(INCLOSED IN THE FOREGOING.) | 


Newhall. 
DAR Sin, 

AM exceedingly ſhocked at the re- 
ceipt of your letter, to which I re- 
turn an immediate anſwer : my coming 
to town dire&ly, would be of no uſe in 
the preſent unhappy ſituation of my 
dear Charles. If you will be ſo good 
as to write a few lines to poor Mrs. 
Mordaunt, requeſting her to come to 
town to ſee her ſon, who is ſuddenly 
taken ill, I will give her the meeting, 
and break the dreadful affair to her 
with as much caution as poſſible ; and 
I am not without hope, that ſome fa- 
vourable ſymptoms may appear in the 
mean time, to leſſen the anxiety we all 


at preſent labour under, —-Poor Mr. 
D 6 Digby ! 
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Digby ! What will he ſuffer on reading 
your letter! I cannot ſummon up reſo- 
lution enough to write him at this time. 
I will ſend to you the moment I arrive 
in town, and am, 
Dear Sir, 


Your faithful. bumble ſervant, 
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Jonx WILLIAMS To JAMES RAPLEY, 


Esa. 


Deptford „Sept. 


Howonep Sin, 
] WRITE by order of my diſtracted 
maſter, to beg that your honor will 


come to him directly. On hearing that 


Richard Sims had made a confeſſion 
before the juſtice, and was ſent to pri- 
fon, he ordered to be taken out of bed, 
and carried any where to efcape the of- 
ficers of juſtice, who, he ſaid, would 
ſearch for him in his own houſe ; and 
that he would rather die in the ftreet, 
than ſuffer ſuch public diſgrace. We 
got him with great difficulty into a 
hackney coach, for he would not uſe his 
own, for fear of a diſcovery, and he is 
now here at my ſiſter's, and very bad in- 
deed, as he fainted away before we got 


off the ſtones ;—=he ſeems very ſorry for 
what 
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what was done to Mr. Mordaunt, and 
wants ſadly to ſend your honor with a 
meſſage to lord L. and colonel Nugent, 
— Pray Sir, come directly, as Sir Wil. 
liam is ſometimes quite furious, and his 
leg is ſo bad, that I am ſure it muſt be 
cut off he wont let me ſtir from the bed 

fide. I ſend this by Thomas.— Pray, 

Sir, come directly. 
1 am your honor's humble ſervant, 

Joux WILLIAUus. 


2 00 © 
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Ma. M. ro CoroxEzL Nvcent. 


Hanover, Sept. 

Dax SIR, 
1 juſt returned from Zell, inns 
Mr. and Miſs Digby had accompa- 
nied me and my daughter, when I was 
honoured with your letter, with that 
incloſed for Mr. Digby —who had re- 
ſolved, if he found no letters on his re- 


turn, to ſend an expreſs to England for 


an explanation of the cauſe which had- 
detained Mr. Mordaunt ſo long beyond 
the time he was expected here,—The 


moment Miſs Digby alighted, ſhe eager- 


ly enquired for letters, and on being 
told there were none, grew very uneaſy, 
and urged her father to ſend a meſſen- 
ger to you early in the morning, to 


which he conſented, and defired me to 


provide a proper perſon ; this made it 
neceſſary for me to give him your let- 
ter 


| 
| 
\ 
3 
| 


recovery, and that his dear Louiſa muſt 
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ter immediately ;—however, I deter- 
mined to wait till after ſupper, when 


we ſhould be alone, as I knew Miſs 


Digby and my daughter would retire 
early—when they left us, I told him, 
that I had a letter from you, giving an 
account of an accident, which had be- 
fallen Mr. Mordaunt. He aſked with 
quickneſs, if he was dead ;—on my re- 
plying that he was not, when you wrote, 
he deſired to have the letter, ſaying, that 
he hoped the fortitude he had ſooften been 
obliged to ſummon, would not now de- 
ſert him.— I put it into his hand, and 
he read it through, with various emo- 
tions—after remaining ſome time filent, 
and ſeemingly in deep thought, he aſk- 


ed me, with more compoſure than I 


could have expected, for my advice in 
breaking this dreadful news to his 
daughter ;—he ſaid, he ſaw plainly that 
you had no hopes of Mr. Mordaunt's 


be 
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be prepared by degrees, to ſubmit to 


the unhappy deſtiny allotted her;: but 


he feared ſhe would never more recover 


her peace of mind, having indulged a 


virtuous and tender affection for this un- 


happy youth, almoſt from her infancy. 


On my adviſing that ſhe ſhould be kept 


ignorant of the whole affair, till he heard, 
from you again, and be led to ſuppoſe 
that an expreſs was actually ſent to 


England:; he rephed, that the next 
letter would probably bring an account 
of his death, which could not be con- 
cealed from her ; and that therefore it 
would be better to ſay, that he was pre- 
vented from leaving town by illnefs ;— 
though he dreaded the conſequence, 
even of that information, We at laſt 
concluded that nothing ſhould be de- 
termined on till the next day, and he 
retired to his chamber, though I fear 
not to reſt, On enquiry this morning, 
I found that he roſe early, and was gone 

out 
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out on horſeback, without any ſervant, 
and had defired. the family would not 
wait breakfaſt for him.—-I conclude, 
that he wiſhed to digeſt the manner in 
which he ſhould diſcloſe the contents 
of your letter to his daughter not be- 
ing yet returned, and the poſt going 
out, I will no longer intrude on you, 
than to aſſure you, that I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Your very humble fervant 
| M. M. 


Co 3 


Ma. Dicsy To CoroxzL Nvekxr. 


Hanover, September. 

My DAR Corox zT, 
HE letter Mr. M. put into my 
hands yeſterday, has given a death 
ſtroke to all my hopes of happineſs for 
my beloved Louiſa, whoſe gentle na- 
ture will fink under the weight of her 
diſappointment.— Good heaven! Is this 
the reward of filial piety? And doſt 
thou ſuffer ſo vile an inſtrument, as 
the hand of an execrable aſſaſſin, to 
deſtroy the faireſt hopes and fondeſt ex- 
pectations of an innocent and virtuous 
attachment? But who ſhall dare to ſcru- 
tinize the ways of Providence? Who 
ſhall preſume to penetrate the deep 
councils of the all-wiſe and merciful 
arbiter of man's fate, or dare to mur- 
mur at the decrees of omnipotence !— 
I rode out this morning alone, to com- 
| poſe, 
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poſe, if poſſible, my diſtracted mind, 
and deviſe the beſt means of diſcloſing 
this ſhocking piece of treachery, to my 
ſweet Louiſa,—-But alas! my friend, I 
find myſelf unequal to the bitter taſk of 
deſtroying the happineſs of an affection- 
ate daughter, and muſt conſign the ſad 
office to another ;—this unmanly weak- 
neſs, if it deſerves ſo harſh a name, has 
determined me to ſtifle my emotions, 
and keep the dreadful. ſecret from my 
poor child, till I hear again from you, 
It Charles dies, and Louiſa ſhould 
ſurvive his loſs, adieu to England for 
ever. I am perſuaded that her heart 
will never entertain another gueſt, and 
it ſhall be the ſole employment of my 
future days, to comfort this young and 
lovely mourner; and in a life of retire- 
ment and ſecluſion, to prepare ourſelves 
for that place where the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, and where the weary 
are at reſt As to the attrocious con- 
triver 


(6) 
triver of this villainy, I mean not to put 
my life, or that of any other honeſt man 
in danger, in puniſhing ſuch a crime— 
No; the public ſentence of the law muſt 
be pronounced upon ſo daring an of- 
fender, and the ignominy of public 
ſhame and diſhonor be inflicted, to de- 
ter others from ſuch baſe and cowardly 
revenge, —Yes ! I ſwear, by the ſweet 
hope of future happineſs, that were he 
my ſon, T would not ſcreen him from 


public juftice ;—but I am exhauſted. 
The dear deluded Louiſa, thinks the 


meſſenger ſat off this morning, with let- 


ters for you ; ſhe ſays ſhe ſhall count the 
hours 'till his return, unleſs good or 
bad news from ſome of our friends, an- 
ticipate the accounts he will bring. 
Little does ſhe ſuſpect, that bad news 
is already come, and that worſe is daily 
expected, which ſhe muſt too ſoon re- 


ceive. If misfortune is thus to attend 


on innocence, for what do we live? 
And 


| 
| 
| 


— 


6:00 43 


And where is the boaſted reward of 

virtue? I impatiently expect the arrival 

of the next mail, and ſend this to re- 

lieve your mind from the anxiety which 

a worthy heart muſt feel for the diſtreſs 
of a ſincere friend, as is 

Your 
Johx D16sr. 


Miss 
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Miss Dio BY To LADpY MANNING. 


Hanover, September. 
DAR EST MA DAM, 


1 HOPE your ladyſhip will excuſe my 
long ſilence, which aroſe partly from 
our ſhort ſtay in the places we paſt 
through in our journey to this city, and 
fince we came here, from my defire to 


inform you of the arrival of Mr. Mor- 


daunt, to whom my father wrote from 
Amſterdam, inviting him to join us 
here for a ſhort time ;—but I am diſ- 
appointed of this pleaſure, and fear that 
illneſs, or ſome extraordinary accident, 
has prevented him from accepting an 
invitation, which he ſolicited with ſo 
much earneſtneſs. However, we ſhall 
ſoon be at a certainty, as to the cauſe of 
his delay, my father having indulged 
me, in ſending an expreſs to England 


tor that purpoſe. I have amuſed my- 
ſelf 
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ſelf in giving imperfect deſcriptions of 
the places we have ſeen, to Harriot 
Mordaunt ; but could not preſume to 
trouble your ladyſhip with ſuch trifling 
remarks, though I will juſt obſerye, 
that I prefer Zell to all the towns we 
have paſſed through, ſince we left the 
Hague ; and if my father holds his mind 
of remaining abroad till I become of 
age, I ſhall endeavour to perſuade him 
to reſide there. We accompanied Mr, 
and Miſs M. who went there on bufi- 
neſs, for a few days; and I could nothelp 
admiring a ſmall houſe and garden 
delightfully ſituated, and untenanted, 
where we could carry our plan of ceco- 
nomy into execution, and live in a very 
genteel ſtile, for half the ſum my father 
has allotted for our annual expences. 


Our whole time was taken up at the 


Hague, in receiving and paying viſits; 
—here we havelived very retired; and at 


Zell we ſhall be almoſt ſecluded from the 


world ; 


Vor. 


FX 


world, if I can prevail on my father te 
reſide there, and allow me to arrange 
our little family.—I hope ſoon to be 
honored with a line from you, —My fa- 
ther ſends his moſt reſpectful compli- 
ments; and I beg your ladyfhip te be 
afſured, that I am, moſt ſincerely, | 
| Your grateful 
And afteRtionate god-daughter, 
Louisa Dioar. 


Vor. II. E _ CoLoves, 


© 3 2 


CoLontL Nvekxr ro Johx Dichv, 
* ESQ. 


. Harley-Stirut, 
Mr Dea Friend, 


1 WRITE to you in high ſpirits, from 


being able to inform you, that doc- 


tor W. and Mr. C. both begin to enter- 
tain hopes of Mr. Mordaunt's recovery ; 
the alarming ſypmtoms, which for ſe- 
veral days, ſeemed to increaſe, rather 
than abate, have at length yielded to 
their preſcriptions, and the wound in the 
breaſt looks to the eye to be almoſt free 
of the violent inflammation, from which 
ſo much danger was apprehended ;—he 
is yet exceedingly weak and low, tho 
perfectly in his ſenſes. Lord L. viſits 
him every day. Mrs. Mordaunt and 
her daughter came to town two days 
ago. His lordſhip waited to receive 
her at her own houſe, and with great 

pru- 


>. 


reet, 
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prudence and regard, broke the affair 
to her;—all his precaution. however, 
could not ſave her violent agonies ; ſhe 
inſtantly fainted, and is yet confined to 
her bed, though much better, from the 
good accounts we give her of her ſon. 
—Poor Miſs. Mordaunt weeps inceſ- 
ſantly. We have prevailed on her not 
to ſee her brother, at preſent, as we 
hope he will be able to bear being re- 
moved to my houſe in a day or two, 
where I mean to offer Mrs. and Miſs 
Mord aunt an apartment.—Lord L. 
has ſlightly hinted to Charles, the 
danger he has eſcaped; but avoided en- 
tering into the horrid particulars ; and I 
have introduced his deliverer, my friend 
Manly, to him—you may conceive the 
emotion with which he received him. 
J have endeavoured to eaſe his fears 
reſpecting Miſs Digby, by aſſuring him, 
that ſhe is yet ignorant of what has 
happened; and that he may ſafely truſt 

L. 2 to 
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to your prudence and affection, in dir. 
clofing it to her—In my next I hope to 
confirm, and add to the good news ! 
now ſend you. Lord L. defires his beſt 
reſpects, and 1 remam, 
| | Your's moſt fincerely, 
BamvEL NvGExT, 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


Harl - Strict. 

DAR Stn, | 
E happily effected the removal 
of Charles to my houſe this 
morning; on being taken out of bed, 
be fainted, but ſoon recovered, and 
bore the motion of the chair better than 
was expected. Doctor W. and Mr. C. 
walked by the ſide; Lord L. captain 
Manly, and myſelf, kept at ſome diſ- 
tance, that the attention of the eroud 
might be drawn as little as poſſible ;—- 
his bed was prepared, and his nurſe and 
my houſe-keeper ready to receive him; 
and he is at this moment laid in it, very 
compoſed, without any fever, and toler- 
ably free from pain ;—and if he conti- 
nues in this favourable way, in a very 
few days he will be out of danger; 
though doctor W. ſays it will be a long 
E 3 time, 


Co 
time, before he will perfectly recover 
the effects of the wound in his breaſt, 
and may probably be obliged to ſpend 
the winter in the South of France, 
Mrs. and Miſs Mordaunt are to be ad. 
mitted to-morrow ; they have declined 
my invitation, the doctor thinking they 
would ſee his patient too often, were 
they to be in the ſame houſe with him, 


I wit! not fend this away till the in- 
terview is over. 


IN CONTINUATION, 


MRS. Mordaunt and her daughter 
came about eleven o'clock this morn- 
ing. Lord L. was ſo kind as to attend 
them 1n his coach :—as they were both 
greatly agitated, I led them into the 
drawing-room ; and to take off their at- 
tention a little from this interview, I pre- 
ſented 'the gallant captain Manly to 
them. Mrs. Mordaunt received him 
with the affection of a mother ;—her 


\ .gratitude to the preſcrver of her ſon's 
life, 
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life, was unbounded ; and her agitation 
was extreme, from the exceſs of her feel- 
ings. I then led him to Miſs Mor- 
daunt, who received him with a mingled 
tenderneſs and dignity, that attracted 
every body's notice, and ſmiling on him 
through her tears, never looked more 
lovely ;—be kiſſed the hand which ſhe 
extended to him, in a very gallant man- 
ner. I now thought it neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve to the ladies, that though Mr. 
Mordaunt was ſurprizingly recovered, | 
yet they would find a great alteration in 
his looks, as he was very weak and pale, 
from the loſs of ſo much blood. On 
being told that doctor W, and Mr. C. 
were below, I deſired them to walk up 
ſtairs, and preſented them to the ladies. 

The doctor anſwered their eager en- 
quiries with caution, - but yet left them 
reaſon to hope the recovery of his pati- 
ent, whom he retired to vifit, and pre- 
pare for the interview;—he ſoon re- 
EA turned, 
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turned, ſaying, that Mr. Mordaunt was 
very compoſed, and in a fine way ;—he 
intreated the ladies to make their firſt 
viſit a very ſhort one, and to ſtifle their 
emotions, as much as poſſible; which 
they promiſed ; and the doctor leading 
the way, lord L. took Mrs. Mordaunt's 
hand, and I was ptepating to offer mine 
to her daughter, when I found ſhe had 
given it to Manly, who ſeemed too hap- 
py in its poſſeſſion, to wiſh to relinquiſh 
it. 1 will not attempt, my dear friend, 
to deſcribe their meeting; it was inter- 
eſting and affecting beyond meaſure; 
there was not a dry eye in the room. 
Poor Miſs Mordaunt fainted on ap- 
proaching the bed, and bluſhed exceed- 
ingly on her recovery, to find herſelf in 
the arms of captain Manly, whoſe be- 
haviour convinced us all, that the ſol- 
dier's heart was taken by ſurpriſe at 
firſt ſight, Doctor W. defired the la- 
dies to withdraw, promiſing that they 
| ſhould 
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ſhould renew their viſit at the ſame 
hour to-morrow, if nothing in the mean. 


their time happened to prevent it, Miſs Mor- 
hich daunt 1s anxious to write to her beloved 
ding friend; it will be therefore neceſſary for 
ant's you to break the affair immediately to 


Miſs Digby, that ſhe may be prepared 
to receive Miſs Mordaunt's letter. 
Adieu, my dear Digby—You ſhall ſoon 
hear again from 
| Your ſincere friend, 

| SAMUEL NUGENT. 
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whit 
mak 
Lord L. to Joan Dicsy, Esq. fuſe 
alre 

Dax Sis, Ie an 
| RECEIVED the incloſed letter yeſ- tha 
terday from Mr. Rapley, and return- lone 
ed for anſwer, that I could ſay nothing m 
to the contents, or make any promiſe be 
in your name ; but that I would incloſe min 
the letter to you, and acquaint him with "M 
the reſult of the application, as ſoon 10 
as J heard from you. I am perſuaded the 
that Mrs. Mordaunt will not move like 
a ſtep without conſulting you, and will ade 
be governed entirely by your advice, pec 
in bringing the principal conſpirator Te 
againſt her ſon's life, to public puniſh- anc 
ment,—Had the attempt proved fatal to fee 
Mr. Mordaunt, public juſtice would caſ 
have required his friends to purſue the So1 
moſt rigorous meaſures; but as he is der 
LO 


daily recovering, the wretched ſituation 
| which 


, 


. 


which Sir William is deſcribed to be in, 
makes it appear almoſt unmanly to re- 
fuſe his requeſt, eſpecially as he begins 
already to feel a ſeverer puniſhment from 
an inward conſciouſneſs of his guilt, 
than any the law can inflict on him. Co- 
lonel Nugent gives entirely into my ſen- 
timents; but thinks no promiſe ſhould 
be made by Mrs. Mordaunt, until your 
mind was fully known on the ſubject; 
—and now, my dear Sir, give me leave 
moſt ſincerely, to congratulate you on 
the happy manner in which this affair is 
likely to terminate, and to offer you my 
advice, which I ſhall do freely, with reſ- 
pect to future meaſures. Doctor W. is 
apprehenſive, that a great weakneſs, 
and perhaps a ſpitting of blood, may af- 
fect Charles for ſome time, in which 
caſe, he adviſes his removal to the 
South of France, as ſoon as he can un- 
dertake the journey with ſafety, and not 


to think of returning to England till 
E 6 next 
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next ſummer; as we may naturally ſup. 
poſe that he will be impatient to ſee 
Mifs Digby, and indeed an attempt to 
deprive him of that pleafure, would be 
unreaſonable and unkind, I cannot ſee 
the ſmalleſt objection to your immediate 
return ;—the happineſs he will receive 
from having you and his Louiſa with 
him, will greatly contribute to the re- 
ſtoration of his health; and if the doctor 
ſhould remain convinced of the neceſ- 
fity of changing the climate, let them 
be married here, and then winter in 
France, where probably you would have 
no objection te accompany them. If 
you approve this plan, I ſhall expect to 
ſee you ſoon in London, and will then 
communicate to you, my views reſpect- 
ing them ; as I hope the example 1 
mean to ſet the earl of E. on this hap- 
Py union, will induce him, not only to 
approve, but follow it.—Colonel Nu- 
gent has acted like a friend indeed; and 
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in the fatherly affection he has ſhewn to 


: Charles, proved the warmth of his re- 
to gard for you.—In expectation of hear- 
be ing very ſoon from you, I remain, 
lee Dear Sir, 
ite Your fincere, and 
ve Faithful humble ſervant, 
th Ly 
e- 
or 
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JAMES RAPLEY, Esq, To THE RTR 
Hon, Loxp L. 


Deptford, September. 

Mr Lok d, 
1 HAVE the honor of addreſſing my- 
ſelf to your lordſhip, at the earneſt 
requeſt of Sir William Turner, who 
now lies dangerouſly ill, at a houſe in 
this place ;—he had removed from St. 
James's-ſquare, to avoid the diſgrace of 
being taken up by the officers of juſtice, 
who, he was informed, were in queſt 
of him, by order of colonel Nugent. 
Far be it from me, my lord, to attempt 
to excuſe Sir William's behaviour. 1 
received a ſtrange paſſionate letter from 
him, wherein he threatened miſchief to 
Mr. Mordaunt ;—his reſentment was 
raiſed by the relation of lord S. who 
had informed him, that Mr. Digby in- 
tended to give his conſent immediately 
oe” - | _ 


C0 3 
to the marriage of his daughter with 
Mr. Mordaunt, and had invited him to 
join them at Hanover for thiat purpoſe. 


— that fatal conſequences Would 
enſue, and not being able to come ta 
town directly, I wrote him in the moſt | 


earneſt manner, not to ſuffer his paſſions 


to betray him into any baſe or diſhonor- 


able project of revenge; and truly ſorry 
am to find, that he diſregarded my ad- 


vice. It has been neceſſary to call in 


the aſſiſtance of his ſurgeons, where he 
now is; his leg, which has been ſet two 
or three times, is again diflocated, and 
they afſure me, that inflant amputation 
alone, can give him a chance for his 
life. For this purpoſe, he will be re- 
moved to-morrow to his own houſe; 
and as the event of the operation is very 
dubious, he requeſts that you will pre- 
vail on Mrs. Mordaunt, to take no hoſ- 
tile meaſures for a few days;—and as I 


am informed that Mr. Mordaunt is in 
a fair 


( 388 ) 
a-fair way of recovery, I flatter myſelf, 
he will receive a favourable anſwer, 
which your lordſhip will pleaſe to ad- 
dreſs to me, at Sir William's houſe in 
St. James's-ſquare. I am, 
Your lordſhip's obedient ſervant, 
 Janzs RAPLEY. 


Loxy 
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Lord L. To James RLE, Es d. 


Grofvenor-/quare. 

StA, 
5 anſwer to your letter juſt receive 
ed, I muſt acquaint you, that 1 can- 
not adviſe Mrs. Mordaunt to enter into 
any compromiſe, or make any promiſe 
whatever, without conſulting Mr. Dig- 


by ;—but I believe I may aſſure you, 


that no hoſtile meaſures will be adopted, 


*till bis ſentiments are known, when I 


will acquaint you with the reſult. 
I am, Sir, | 
Your humble ſervant, 


L. 


.& } 


Miss MorDAvunT To Miss DioBv. 


Dover- Street. 

H, my dear Louiſa, what has not 
your Harriot ſuffered, ſince the 
receipt of your laſt letter! Whilſt you 
have been kept in happy ignorance of 
the cauſe of our grief, and now know 
it only in time to rejoice with us, that 
the danger is over !—Yes, my dear 
ſiſter, the beſt ſon, the kindeſt brother, 
the ſincereſt friend, and the moſt paf- 
ſionate lover, is reſtored to life and to 
Louiſa. I attempt not to deſcribe our 
diſtreſs, on being informed by colonel 
Nugent, that my dear brother was ſud- 
denly taken ill. We fat out for town 
immediately, and found lord L. waiting 
at our houſe to receive us. My poor 
mother defired that ſhe might not be 
kept in ſuſpence, for that ſhe was pre- 


pared to hear the fatal news, which the 
* knew 
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knew he came to tell her; —but though 
lord L. acquainted her with the dread- 
ful accident in the moſt cautious man- 
ner, ſhe fell into fits, and did not reco- 
ver for ſeveral hours; — for myſelf, I felt 
an inſupportable pain at my heart, and 
had not a violent ſhower of tears relieved 
me, believe I ſhould have died. When 
I grew a little calm, lord L. gave me 
all the particulars of the dreadful ſtory, 
and bid me comfort my mother, with 
aſſurances that there were hopes of my 
dear brother's recovery. When my 
mother came to her ſenſes, ſhe inſiſted 
on ſeeing her ſon, but was at laſt, with 
much difficulty, difſuaded by colonel 
Nugent, who told her, that the doctor 
had aſſured him, that Charles's life de- 
pended on his being kept perfectly com. 


poſed ; and that if the ſame favourable - 


ſymptoms continued, he might be re- 
moved to the colonel's houſe with ſafe- 
ty, in a few days;—and yeſterday, my 
dear 


( 92 ) 
dear Lowifa, lord L. was fo good as to 


call on, and attend us in his coach, to 
Harley- ſtreet; when we arrived, my 
mother ſeemed ready to faint, and J 
trembled ſo exceedingly, that I thought 
1 mould have fallen down in the hall, 
My lord, and the colonel, ſupported us 
into the drawing-rootn, where they in- 
treated we would endeavour to compoſe 
- ourſelves; and the doctor not being 
come, though expected every moment, 
colonel Nugent introduced Charles's 
deliverer to us; my mother extended 
her arms to embrace him—her lips 
moved to expreſs her gratitude, but 
ſpeech was denied her ! Her voice was 
drowned in a flood of tears, and ſhe 
ſunk into her chair, almoſt lifeleſs ;— 
the colonel then introduced him to me 
Il ſtood up, holding by one arm of 
the chair; I held out my hand to him, 
and would have ſpoken, had it been-in 
my power, The doctor and ſurgeon 
| now 
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| now came in, and we were permitted to 


go to my brother. Lord L. took my 
mother's hand, and I gave mine to-cap+ 
tain Manly, without knowing what I 
did. My dear brother endeavoured to 
raiſe himſelf in the bed to receive my 
mothers embraces, who claſped him in 
her arms ;—=when I drew near, | was 10 
ſtruck with the alteration in his looks, 


for his fine colour was changed into a 


deadly palenefs, that I was ſeized with 
a violent fickneſs, and inſtantly fainted. 
How long I remained inſenſible, I know 
not; but judge Louiſa of my confuſion, 
to find myſelf, when I recovered, in the 
arms of captain Manly. The doctor now 
inſiſted on eur leaving the room, which 
we did, having obtained his permiſſionto 
repeat our viſit every day.— And now, 
my deareſt friend, let me again congra- 
tulate the ſiſter of my heart, on the hap- 
py proſpect of our dear Charles's ſpeedy 
recovery, and your retura to England ; 
—with 
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—with what pleaſure will you make 
your acknowledgements to his brave de. 
liverer, captain Manly, to whom we are 
all ſo much indebted ; he is my bro- 
ther's conſtant attendant, and has ac- 
cepted the colonel's invitation to re- 
main in his houſe, till Charles is able to 
be removed; - you never, my dear, ſaw 
a more amiable or engaging man ; he is 


extremely handſome, not quite ſo tall 


as my brother, but perfectly genteel ; 
—he ſometimes calls to attend us to 
Harley-ſtreet, and always returns with 
us. My mother's gratitude is unbound- 
ed; and ſhe frequently declares, that the 
deliverer of her ſon, is as dear to her as 
he whoſe life he ſaved. Colonel Nu- 
gent has known him from his youth, and 
ſays he is a young man of diftinguiſhed 
worth, greatly reſpected as an officer, 
and untainted with the vices which moſt 
young men of faſhion are too apt to run 
into. Lord L. ſays, he hopes to pre- 

ys g vail 


6-26.43 


vail on Mr. Digby to return directly to 
England, in which I fincerely join.— 
Poor Charles inſiſted on writing to you, 
and was with great difficulty prevailed on 
to poſtpone it for a day or two but 
he defires me to aſſure you, that your 
preſence will do more in haſtening his 
recovery, than all the doctor's preſcrip- 
tions, and the attention of his friends. 
—Come then, my dear Louiſa, to Eng- 
land, and bleſs Charles with the ſweet 
ſmiles and engaging converſation of 
her who 1s deſtined to make him the 
happieſt of men.—Adieu, my dear 
friend—that in your next letter you 
may fix the day for leaving Hanover, 
and bleſſing your friends with your 
fight, is the fincere wiſh of 
Your truly affectionate, 
HakRIOT MoRDAUNT. 


| Ms. 
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Ma. Diczy To Lord L. 


Harsver. 

Mr Dear Lond, | 
1 AM highly honored in the friendly 
concern. your lordſhip 1s pleaſed to 
take, reſpecting the happineſs of Mr. 
| Mordaunt and my daughter; and ſhould 
be unworthy the friendſhip you profels, 
were I not to pay the greateſt attention 
to the advice you fo kindly and unre- 
ſervedly offer me. It was a painful taſk 
to acquaint Loviſa with' Charles's dan- 
ger; and I rejoice that I kept it from 
her, till I was able to comfort her with 
hopes of his recovery. She is, I thank 
God, as much, or I may ſay, more com- 


poſed, than 1 could have expected; 


though the firft ſhock, and the grict 
which naturally followed, are yet deeply 
marked in her countenance. I have com- 
municated to her, by degrees, all the 
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particulars of this horrid piece of trea- 
chery, and ſhe is now in poſſeſſion of 
your lordſhip's, and colonel Nugent's 
letters, with one which came laſt night 
from Miſs Mordaunt. I aſked her how 
ſhe would wiſh me to anſwer that part, 
which relates to the wretch, whoſe baſe 
attempt, had it ſucceeged, would have 
made her future life miſerable ;—ſhe 
replied, that ſhe ſhuddered at the 
thought of knowing that human nature 
could become ſo depraved ; and wiſhed 
to forget for ever, that ſhe had ſeen, or 
converſed with one, ſo loſt to every 
ſenſe of honor and humanity but as 
he made his paſſion for her, the pre- 
tended plea for the baſe act he had been 
concerned in, ſhe wiſhed that he might 
be left to the puniſhment of his own 
conſcience only, in hopes that the ſe- 
verity of his illneſs, and a conviction 
of his baſeneſs, might lead him, by re- 
pentance, to ſeek a forgiveneſs of much 
Vor, II, F greater 
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greater conſequence to him ;—the ſor. 
giveneſs of his maker! Theſe, my 
lord, are the ſentiments of the pious 
Louiſa; and God forbid that I ſhould 
attempt to fruſtrate her good wiſhes, 
Will your lord ſhip then be pleaſed to 
conſult with Mr. Mordaunt and Charles, 
that the unhappy wicked man may be 
eaſed of his ſuſpence, and his name 
and his deeds obliterated from all our 
minds. I do not think my daughter 
ſufficiently recovered from the alarm 
her ſpirits have ſuffered, to undertake 
the journey immediately, though ſhe 1s 
very deſirous of returning to England; 
but within a month, I hope to have the 
honor of paying my perſonal thanks to 
your lordſhip, in Groſvenor-ſquare. 
J am your lordſhip's obliged, 
And obedient ſervant, 
Jonun D16BY. 
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Miss Di6zy To Miss Moxpavxt. 


Hanover. 


MOST fincerely rejoice with you, 
my dear Harriot, on the ſafety of a 


life ſo deſervedly dear to his friends, 


and ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the peace 
and happineſs of your Louiſa It is 
owing to the tenderneſs and caution of 
my dear father, that I am now alive, 
and ſo well able to join with you, in the 
general joy; for I am perſuaded, had 
I known my dear Charles's ſituation, 
when no hopes were entertained of his 
recovery, I could not have ſurvived the 
dreadful] relation; and even now, my 
ſpirits are ſo weak, that the leaſt ſur- 
prize, alarms and diſtreſſes me beyond 
meaſure. My father has by degrees put 
all the letters he received from lord L. 
and colonel Nugent into my hands. — 
With regard to Sir William, it is my 
1 earneſt 
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earneſt requeſt, that no proſecution may 
be commenced againſt h im ;—let us, 
my dear, leave him to his own refle&i- 
ons, which 1n his preſent ſtate of mind 
and body, muſt be a far ſeverer puniſh- 
ment than any we can inflict on him, 
I confeſs to you, my Harriot, that I long 
to ſee your brother, and am not aſham- 
ed to own, that my mind will not reco- 
ver its wonted tranquillity, till my fate is 
united with his, by the moſt ſacred of 


all ties. I alſo with to pour out my 


thanks to our kind friends, for their care 
and attention to poor Charles ; my par- 
ticular gratitude is moſt due, and ought 
to be firſt paid to his brave deliverer, 
I commiſſion you, my friend, to ſay 
every thing to captain Manly in my 
name, which my avowed love for your 
brother, and a deep ſenſe of the obliga- 
tions we are all under to him, for his 
providential affiſtance, your heart ſhall 
dictate ; and if I gueſs right, my thanks 
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1 may will not be leſs acceptable, in being con- 
t us, veyed to him by the ſiſter of his friend. 
lecti My father thinks I am yet too weak to 
mind undertake the journey directly; and 
niſh- even now, infiſts on my laying down 


him, 
long 
Nam- 
eco- 
ate is 
d of 

my 
care 
par- 
1ght 


rcr, 


my pen. To obey this tendereſt, beſt 
of parents, has been the firſt wiſh of 
my heart, from the time I knew how to. 
form one ; and the repeated inſtances of 
his love, have ſecured it from the poſ- 
ibility of acting undutifully. Tell your 
good parent, that the hour which autho- 
rizes me to call her by the endearing 
name of mother, will complete the 
happineſs of 

Your 

Lovisa Dicsy, 


F 3 Lox p 
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Lord L. To Jamzs RApTIET, Egg, 


Grofvenor-/quare, 
SIR, 
OU may acquaint Sir William 
Turner, that he has nothing to 
fear from the reſentment of Mr. Mor- 
daunt, or any of his connections, who 
- wiſh that his life may be ſpared to him, 
for the good purpoſes of repentance 
and amendment. | 
1 am, Sir, 
Your humble ſervant, 
L. 


Jaws 
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Javits RAPLEY, Es d., ro Doctor 
BLEWETT. 


St, James i. ſguare. 
REV. SIR, 


M* unhappy friend, Sir William 


Turner, has undergone the pain- 
ful operation of amputation, to avoid 
the immediate conſequences of a mor- 
tification of the broken limb, though 
nothing but a little time can be gained 
by it, as three phyſicians, who attend 
him, are of opinion, with the ſurgeons, 
that it is next to impoſſible for him to 
recover, though he may linger for ſome 
time. If I may judge from appearan- 
ances, he is fully ſenſible of his paſt 
errors, and very defirous of making all 
the atonement in his power, to thoſe 
whom he has injured. To this end, he 
he is extremely anxious to ſee you, 
having, he ſays, ſomething to diſcloſe 
F 4 which 
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which gives him more uneaſineſs, if 
poſſible, than even the late attempt 
upon Mr. Mordaunt, of which I make 
no doubt you have heard ;—he preſſes 
me to treat you, in the moſt earneſt 
manner, to come to town immediately; 
an apartment will be prepared for you 
ar his houſe, where I ſhall be happy to 
reccive you, and hope to have that plea- 
ture in a few days. In the mean time, 
remain, — 
| Rev. Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
JanEs RAPLEY. 


CoLONEL 


( 105 ) 


Joux D16BYy, E809. To THz Rev, Mt. 
Mok pAuxr. 


Hans ven. 
Mr DAR Son, 


4 OR by that endearing name I hope 
to ſoon to call you, receive the con- 
a- gratulations of a tender friend, whoſe 
e, heart bled for your misfortune, and re- 
joices in the hope of your recovery. 
See you not, my dear Charles, the good- 
neſs of Providence in all his ways! Had 
. not this outrage prevented your jour- 


ney, you would have enjoyed the hap- 
pineſs of Louiſa's company, for a ſhort 
time only; but your danger has fo 
much endeared you to all your friends, 
in whoſe eſtimation your value is ſo much 
increaſed, from their late fears of loſing 
you, that I heartily join in their wiſhes, 
of uniting you to the beloved object of 
your affections;—and Louiſa will in a 
F 5 little 
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little time, be ſufficiently recovered ta 
undertake the journey to England, and 
give her hand, where ſhe long ago ſur- 
rendered her heart,—In your trip to 
France, if it ſhould be neceſſary, you 
will then have a tender friend, a ſweet 
companion, whoſe love, ſanctioned by 
her duty, will make the hours glide 
away in an almoſt imperceptible ſuc- 
ceſſion of the completeſt happineſs that 
human nature is capable of enjoying. 
—Yes, I pronounce that an union, ſuch 
as yours will be, muſt produce the ulti- 
matum of worldly felicity. Where re- 
ligion, virtue, and a tender affection, are 
ſeated in the heart, the reciprocal joy 
which will be mutually received and re- 
turned, muſt form a happineſs laſting 
as life, and prolonged even beyond the 
grave, by.an anticipation of the joys of 
futurity. The affectionate daughter, 
muſt prove a loving, tender, and obe- 
dient wife; for a ſtrong fenſe of filial 
* duty, 


If 
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duty, deeply engraven in the mind, is 
the ſure foundation, whereon to build 
the ſuperſtructure of conjugal happineſs. 
My beloved child writes you a few 
lines ;—her heart is yours, and you ſhall 
ſoon receive her hand from 

Your fincere friend, 


by 
lide And affectionate father, 
ſuc- Joun Dior. 


M1ss 
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Miss DicBy To THE REV. Ma. Mor- 
DAUNT. 


(ENCLOSED IN THE FOREGOING.) 


Hamover, 


HAVE not words, my dear Charles, 

to expreſs ,the anxious emotions of 
my heart for weeks paſt, from the dread 
that ſomething fatal had happened to 
interrupt our happineſs ; though I thank 
God, I was not acquainted with the ex- 
tent of our misfortune, till the danger 
was ſuppoſed to be over; but even now, 
my heart ſhudders at the thought of 
what you have ſuffered. Methinks 1 
ſee you bravely defending yourſelf 
againſt an armed band of villians, over- 
powered at laſt by numbers, ſinking 
upon the earth, and weltering in your 
blood !—Oh, my Charles, where was 
the guardian angel of virtue at that mo- 

bn | ment ! 
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ment! Was he not ſent in the perſon 
of your brave deliyerer, to fave you 
from death, and me from diſtraction? 
But let not all the praiſe be given to 
the ſecondary cauſe ; let us gratefully 
adore the power omnipotent, who would 
not ſuffer villainy to triumph over] vir- 
tue; and if our hearts ſhould ever feel 
cold towards this beſt of friends, let this 
inſtance of his goodneſs immediately 
recall us to a proper ſenſe of our obli- 
gations to him. Why ſhould I bluſh 
to ſay, that I long to ſee and to converſe 
with my dear Charles, or ſeek to hide 
an affection, founded in virtue, which 
I hope will ſoon become my principal 
duty to indulge. My ſpirits, which 
have been low for ſome time, have not 
yet recovered their tone, and my dear 
father will not conſent to my undertak- 
ing the journey till they are better ; but 
as nothing elſe detains us, I hope very 
ſoon to comply with the wiſhes of all 

my 
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my friends, in giving my dear Charles a 
huſband's right to the hand and heart 
of his 
| Lovtsa Dicsr, 


LADY 


IE Bn 
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Lady MANNING To Miss DicsY. 


St. Famer s-/quarts 

Mr DAR CHI, 
A MONG the many friends whoſe 
affections you ſo defervedly poſ- 
ſeſs, there is not one, who more ſin- 
cerely loves and admires you, than 
your god- mother; and I impatiently 
expect the arrival of my Louiſa, to 
convince her, by more than words, of 
the warmth of my affection. Lord L. 
has honored me with his views for Mr. 
Mordaunt, on your marriage; his is 
a noble mind, well ſuited to his rank 
and fortune ; he has alſo written to the 
earl, your grand-father, to whom I hope 
you will be perfectly reconciled on 
your return, Lord B. has acted moſt 
imprudently ; he is gone to Italy with 
lady C. My lord and he were intimate 
friends, and no ſuſpicion was entertain- 
ed 
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ed of his connection with her, till they 


eloped together. Lord C. is already 


ſuing for a divorce, and has brought an 
action, laying the damages at 10, oool. 
this affair makes a great noiſe.— I give 
you joy, my dear Louiſa, on the re- 
covery of Mr. Mordaunt. I have viſit- 
ed him twice, in company with his mo- 
ther and ſiſter he is yet extremely weak 
and low; and aſſured me, that the agi- 
tation of his mind, retarded his cure, 
and that nothing but your preſence, 
would reſtore him. Pray give my love 
to your father, and aſſure him, that I 
hope we ſhall meet as friends; my love 
for you making it impoſſible for me 
any longer to withhold eſteem and reſ- 
pect from one ſo dear to you. Miſs 
Mordaunt's fear of lofing a brother, 
is amply made up to her, by gaining 
a very accompliſhed lover, who being 
juſtly entitled to her gratitude, will 
.toon obtain a dearer intereſt in her heart, 

if 
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if the bufineſs be not already done, 
which I have a ſhrewd gueſs is the caſe. 
As you have no houſe in town, I inſiſt 
on your uſing mine in St. James's- 
ſquare ; and I ſhall be very angry with 
your father, if he does not accept my 
invitation, Mr. Mordaunt 1s to be re- 
moved in a few days to his mother's 
houſe in Dover-ftreet, though Colonel 
Nugent wiſhes to keep him with him 
till your arrival.— Adieu, my dear 
Louiſa; I ſhall not go out of town again 
for more than one or two days, during 
the winter. When your journey is fix- 
ed, let me hear from you, and rely on 
the affection and love of 
Your fincere friend, 
SARAH MANNING. 


THE 
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THz Rev. Mr. MorDaAuNnT To Miss 
D1icBy. 


Harley- Street. 


13 is once more given me, my adora- 

ble Louiſa, to write to you the over- 
flowings of a fond and grateful heart, 
for the tender concern you have felt for 
your poor Charles - Oh, thou belov- 
ed of my ſoul, what agonies did I not 
endure, when ] recovered my ſenſes, 
only to ſuffer the dreadful apprehenſion 
of being ſeperated from you for ever! 
nothing but the fond hope of ſeeing, 
and being united to you, could have 
enabled me to ſupport the excrucnting 
pains I ſuffered' from my wounds, I am 
now much eaſier, and my kind friends 
aſſure me, that I ſhall live and be hap- 
Py. Come then, my beloved Louiſa, 
and complete my recovery; thy pre- 
ſence will indeed reſtore me to life and 
bappineſs, for in thee are they centered! 


My 


("us 


— My ſoul is too full of love and ſen- 
ſibility, my thoughts too much engag- 
ed on thee, to think on revenge ;—it is 
enough that I live, and that Louiſa will 
bleſs my future days. I leave the baſe 
wretch who ſought to fruſtrate my hap- 
pineſs, to thoſe pangs which his diſap- 
pointment and my ſucceſs, will occa- 
ſion ; — but alas, why is that happineſs, 
which my heart pants after, any longer 


3 delayed; my oy can never be 
| completed, till my mind is eaſed of 
a every doubt. Vour Charles, can never 
0 be himſelf, 'till he folds Louiſa to his 
8 boſom ; till he hears her ſay, in the ſoft 
A accents of love, Charles, I am thine 
bs for ever!“ Then will I thank the hand 


that aimed the dreadful ſtroke ; then 
will I remember the days of pain and 
ſickneſs with pleaſure, as the means of 
putting me ſooner in poſſeſſion of all 
my ſoul holds dear; of that pearl, which 
is above all price,—the heart of my 
: Louiſa ; 
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THz Rev. Ma. MonpauxnT To Miss 
| DisBx. 


Harly- Street. 


Jr 1s once more given me, my adora- 
ble Louiſa, to write to you the over- 
flowings of a fond and grateful heart, 
for the tender concern you have felt for 
your poor Charles - Oh, thou belov- 
ed of my ſoul, what agonies did I not 
endure, when ] recovered my ſenſes, 
only to ſuffer the dreadful apprehenſion 
of being ſeperated from you for ever! 
nothing but the fond hope of ſeeing, 
and being united to you, could have 
enabled me to ſupport the excruciating 
pains I ſuffered from my wounds. I am 
now much eaſter, and my kind friends 
aſſure me, that I ſhall live and be hap- 
Py. Come then, my beloved Louiſa, 
and complete my recovery ; thy pre- 
ſence will indeed reſtore me to life and 
bappineſs, for in thee are they centered! 


My 


C 


—My ſoul is too full of love and ſen- 
fibility, my thoughts too much engag- 
ed on thee, to think on revenge ;—it 15 
enough that I live, and that Louiſa will 
bleſs my future days. I leave the baſe 
wretch who ſought to fruſtrate my hap- 
pineſs, to thoſe pangs which his diſap- 
pointment and my ſucceſs, will occa- 
ſion; —but alas, why is that happineſs, 


Ot 

; which my heart pants after, any longer 
9 

od delayed; my _— can never be 
+ completed, 'till my mind is eaſed of 
„ every doubt. Vour Charles, can never 
0 be himſelf, 'till he folds Louiſa to his 
0 boſom ; *cill he hears her ſay, in the ſoft 
4 accents of love, Charles, I am thine 


for ever!“ Then will I thank the hand 
that aimed the dreadful ſtroke ; then 
will I remember the days of pain and 
ſickneſs with pleaſure, as the means of 
putting me ſooner in poſſeſſion of all 
my ſoul holds dear; of that pearl, which 
is above all price,—the heart of my 
g Louiſa ; 
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Louiſa ; but I muſt leave off; the good 
doctor inſiſts on my laying down the 
pen, and I obey.— Haſten, my beloved, 
to bleſs me with your preſence ; every 
pain will fly at your approach, and the 
languour which at preſent depreſſes me, 
be turned into joy and extacy, at your 
ſight —Lady Manning is moſt kind, 
and joins with all our friends in fincere 
wiſhes for the happineſs of Louiſa, and 
her 


CHARLES MORDAUNT, 


1 Doc ToR 
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Docrox BLZWETT ro Jonx Drezx, 
Es q. 


St, James s. fi uare. 
Dax Sin, 


RECEIVED a letter a ſhort time 

ſince from a Mr. Rapley, an inti- 
mate friend of Sir William Turner, in- 
treating me ſo earneſtly to come to 
town, and viſit this unhappy man, that 
I though I ſhould be wanting in my 
duty, were I to refuſe. I therefore re- 
turned for anſwer, that I would comply 
with Sir William's requeſt, as ſoon as I 
could put the affairs of my pariſh in a 
proper train; and I accordingly arrived 
here two days ago. I found this poor 
man in a dreadful fituation ; and indeed 
I do not think he ſtands the ſmalleſt 
chance of recovery ;—he has ſuffered 
amputation, by which a mortification 
was prevented, which would ſoon have 
put 
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put a period to his exiſtence ; but the 
diſtraction of his mind, and the weak- 
neſs of his body, together with a flow 
fever, a dreadful cough, and an almoſt 
total want of ſleep, muſt, I think, very 
ſoon wear him away : he was greatly 
rejoiced to ſee me, ſaying, he feared I 
would not viſit ſuch a bad man ; but 
that, with my aſſiſtance, he hoped to 
make all the reparation in his power, 
for the injuries he had done here, and 
prepare himſelf in the beſt manner he 
could, for hereafter ;—he is extremely 
anxious to ſee you before he dies; and 
has ſo earneſtly requeſted me to write 
you on the ſubject, that I had no power 
to refuſe. The phyſicians who attend 


him, are in no apprehenſion of his im- 


mediate death; but they are all of opi- 
nion that he cannot recover, and that 
probably in a month, or perhaps a 
much leſs time, he may be no more. 1 
am juſt returned from viſiting Mr. Mor- 

daunt, 
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daunt, who is in a fine way, and wants 
only the addition of two friends to 
make him a well man.—Lord L. and 
colonel Nugent join with me in requeſt- 
ing that you will ſet out immediately, 
as your preſence is neceſſary here, on 
ſo many accounts. You have heard, 
doubtleſs, of the raſh ſtep lord B.- has 
taken;—the earl 1s enraged beyond mea- 
fure, and declares he will never forgive 
him, or ſee him more. I have great 
pleaſure in hearing that Miſs Digby 1s 
ſo well, and I hope ſhe is by this time 
perfectly able to undertake the journey. 
What joy will your return give to your 
friends? Need I affure you, my dear 
Sir, that none will exceed that, of 
Your fincere friend, 
And obliged humble ſervant, 
RICHARD BLEWETT, 


Miss 
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Miss Diczy To LADY MANNING. facti 
mak 

Hanover. nece 

DeartsT Mapau, days 
OUR kind letter has greatly con- ſing 
tributed to revive my ſpirits, Jou 


which have been rather depreſſed for 
ſome time, but I am am now ſo well, 
| as to fear no inconvenience from our 
| journey; for which we are preparing 
with all poſſible expedition. My fa- 
| ther has juſt received a letter from Dr. 
Blewett, who is in London, that deter- 
mined him to return without delay, on 
| © my aſſuring him that I could bear the 
| fatigue very well ; he 1s exceedingly 
ſenſible of your ladyſhip's kindneſs, 
| and directs me to acquaint you, that he 
has great pleaſure in accepting your in- 
| vitation to St. James's-ſquare—and I 
know my dear god-mother will believe 
| me, when I aſſure her, that my entrance V 
1 into 
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into that houſe, after ſo long an ab- 
ſence, will afford me the higheſt ſatis- 
faction. We ſhall travel poſt, and 
make no ſtay on the road, except for 
neceſſary refreſhment, ſo that in a few 
days I hope to have the honour of kiſ- 
ſing your ladyſhip's hand, and to aſſure 
you in perſon of the love and duty of, 
Deareſt madam, 
Your affectionate god-daughter, 
Lovisa DicBr. 
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Mn. Dicsy To CoLoONEL Nucryr, 


Hancwer. 
My Dear Coroner, 


ron Blewett's letter, and 
Louiſa's amended health, have 
determined me to prepare in earneſt 
for our journey, —ſo that this is pro- 
bably the laſt letter I ſhall write you 
from this place. Lady Manning inſiſts 
on our reſiding with her, and I have 
many reaſons for accepting her invita- 
tion. I am not ſurpriſed at lord B.'s 
conduct, nor at his father's reſentment; 
who, though proud and overbearing in 
his temper, has too high notions of 
honour to. commit or to countenance 
a baſe action. If his affections for an 
unworthy ſon, who was ever giving 
him trouble, ſhould be transferred to 
Louiſa, lord B. will have done her a 
piece of ſervice he never intended; as 
I to 
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to myſelf, I want nothing from the earl 
of E. he has treated me unkindly and 
ungenerouſly ; and though I forgive, I 
cannot forget his behaviour. The wor- 
thy family here, to whom we are un- 
der great obligations, are very ſorry 
to part with us ; and the amiable miſs 
M. has been in tears almoſt ever ſince 
the day was fixed. We ſet- out on Fri- 
day, and I hope we ſhall reach Hel- 
veot time enough for the packet the 
Wedneſday evening following. Be cau- 
tious in appriſing Charles Mordaunt of 


our return, as a relapſe might be fa- 


tal to him, and equally ſo to Louiſa, 

Pray acquaint the worthy Dr. Blewett 

with our plan, and aſſure him of my 

ſincere regard, With kind remem- 

brance to lord L. Mrs. and Maſs Mor- 

daunt, our dear Charles, and his brave 
deliverer, I remain, my dear colonel, 

Ever yours, | 

Joun DicBy 

G 2 Miss 
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Miss Dies ro Taz Rev. Ma. Mon. 
DAUNT. 


Hanover. 
My vtar CHaARLEs, 


1 HOPE this is the laſt letter you will 
receive from me for a long time; 
every thing is prepared for our journey, 
and the day after to-morrow we ſet out 
for dear England, doubly and trebly 
dear to me, oh many accounts,—We 
are to be at lady Manning's.—I have 
quite regained my health and ſpirits, 
and if nothing is wanted to confirm 
yours but the ſight of your Louiſa, 


the time of your recovery, my dear 


Charles, is not very diſtant,—Poor mils 
M. is very ſorry to part with me; J 
love her with a ſiſterly regard, and have 
promiſed to correſpond with her.— 
Adieu, my dear Charles; I weep for 
. Joy that we are ſo ſoon to meet, never 
I hope to be ſeparated, but by the ine- 

5 vitable 


vita 


I pr 
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vitable ſtroke !—and when that comes, 
I pray God, that you may ſurvive 
Your 


a 


LovisA. 
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Mn. DicByY To Ma. M. 


Amſterdam, 
My Dax Sis, 

I HAVE the pleaſure to acquaint you 
that we are juſt arrived here in good 
health, and without the ſmalleſt acci- 
dent on the road. My daughter is 
much leſs fatigued with the journey than 
I expected ſhe would be, and is in high 
ſpirits. We ſet out to-morrow morn- 
ing, for Helveot Sluys, and if the wind 
continues as it is at preſent, ſhall have a 
quick paſſage ; and now, my dear Sir, 
let me return you my grateful thanks 
for your kindneſs and hoſpitality, and 
remind you of your promiſe, of bring- 
ing Miſs M. over to viſit us next ſum- 
mer; where a perſon who loves her as 
well as Louiſa Digby can do, will be 
happy to receive her ;—her heart, I 
flatter myſelf, will not be changed, 
£ though 
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though I hope her name will, long be- 
fore that time. You ſhall hear from me 
again within a few days after my arrival 
in town, where my daughter will alſo 
write Miſs M, and you will then, per- 
haps, be apprized of the happy day in 
which the hands of Charles and Louiſa. 
will be united, —a day to which I look 
forward with anxiety, though not with 
doubt, from a perfect knowledge of 
their hearts, and the mutual affection 
they have ſo long entertained for each 
other, —an affect ion grounded in a vir- 
tuous attachment, ariſing from fimilar 
ideas of true hapy ineſs.— Farewell, my 
dear Sir; believe me ever, 
Your ſincere friend, 
And faithful ſervant, 
JohN D1csr. 
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DocrtoR BLEWETT To MISS Bizwery, 


St. James s-ſquare, 

My DA Nie, 
FIND it will be impoſſible for me to 
return to the Parſonage ſo ſoon as I 
intended, colonel Nugent having re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Digby, which 
gives his friends reaſon to hope he will 
be in town to-morrow, or Saturday, at 
fartheſt. The colonel is juſt ſetting out 
for Harwich to receive him, and as it is 
generally expeCted that the marriage 
between Miſs Digby and Mr. Mordaunt 
will take place very ſoon after their ar- 
rival, and J am ſolicited on all hands, 
to perform the ceremony, you muſt cau- 
tion Mr. Wilkins to pay the cloſeſt at- 
tention to the duties of the pariſh, and 
by no means to abſent himſelf, even for 
a day, till my return. I muſt deſire you, 
my dear niece, to defer your prepara- 
tions for the tythe feaſt, as I ſhould be 
| very 
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very ſorry to break through a cuſtom 
eſtabliſhed for ſo many years, of enter- 
taining my worthy pariſhioners in per- 
ſon, on that day, and Mr. Wilkins will 
take the trouble of calling on the prin- 
cipal farmers, and acquaint them with 
the reaſon for poſtponing the meeting. 
Poor Sir William Turner grows viſibly 
worſe every day, and is impatient for 
the arrival of Mr. Digby ; he has light- 
ened the burthen upon his mind, by a 
communication of ſome things, which 
I ſhall carry with me to the grave ; 
others, wherein reparation can be made, 
will not be concealed. He wiſhes me 
to be always at his bed- ſide, and I think 
it my duty to afford him all the conſo- 
lation in my power. Give my kind ſer- 


vice to Mr. Wilkins, and tell him, I 


rely on his care in my abſence.— I am, 
my dear niece, 
| Your affectionate uncle, 
RicuarD BLEWETT, 
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CapTAIX MANLY To GENERAL SoMrrs, 


Spring-Garden, 
DA Sin, 


1 SHOULD make a very ungrateful 


return for your goodneſs to me, were 
I to enter into any ſerious engagement 
whatever, without conſulting you and 
being guided by your advice, who ſtand 
in the place of the father I loſt, when I 
was too young to Know his value, and 
whoſe friendſhip to his ſon, has prevent- 
ed him from feeling that loſs. When 
I wrote you the particulars of the acci- 
dental affiſtance I had given to Mr. Mor- 
daunt *, I had not ſeen any part of his 
family; his mother and ſiſter were at 
Brighthelmſtone at the time, and too ill 
at their return, for a ſtranger to be in- 
troduced to them ;—but when Mr, 
Mordaunt was removed to colonel Nu- 
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gent's, I was preſented to them, and re- 
ceived with the utmoſt gratitude and 


affection, as the deliverer of their be- 
loved Charles. I will not attempt to- 
deſcribe the perſon of Miſs Mordaunt; 
you may think the colouring too high; 


all I will ſay concerning it, is, that there 


is a mingled dignity and. ſweetneſs in. 
her countenance, which I never ſaw, or 


at leaſt never noticed in any other wo- 


man; with regard to her ſituation and 
connections, they are of the firſt reſpec- 
tability in private life —Lord L. is the 
profeſſed friend of the family, and the 
declared patron of Mr. Mordaunt,. who 
is a moſt amiable and accompliſhed, 
young man, Miſs Mordaunt's fortune 
is 70901. and the habits of ceconomy. ſhe. 
has been bred in, and a taſte for do- 


meſtic pleaſures, together with an ex- 


cellent underſtanding, improved. by a 
very extenſive and judicious courſe of. 


reading, under the direction of her bro- 
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ther, who is exceſſively fond of her, 
combine altogether, to give her a great 
ſuperiority over the generality of her 
ſex, and make it impoſſible for a man of 
feeling to ſee and converſe with her, 
without loving and eſteeming her; — 
and though ſhe poſſeſſes a dignity which 
awes at firſt, there is a ſweetneſs in her 
manner moſt captivating and irreſiſta- 
able. To the perſon and perfections of 
this accompliſhed woman, your adopted 


fon has ſurrendered his heart; and the | 


reception I meet from her, and the ma- 
ternal love which Mrs, Mordaunt avows 
for me, have led me to indulge a hope, 
that my addrefles will not be rejected, 
if ſanctioned by your approbation, I 
have opened my heart to colonel Nu- 
gent, who approves my choice. Lord 
L. ſays, Mrs. Mordaunt cannot re- 
ward me for ſaving her ſon, but by giv- 
ing me her daughter; and thus, my 
dear Sir, have I made an ample con- 

feſſion. 
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ſeſſion. You with to ſee me married, 
and Miſs Mordaunt is the only woman 
with whom I can enter into a ſerious 
engagement. If you approve my choice, 
I will inſtantly ſell out of the guards, 
which corps I have long diſliked, and 
purchaſe a majority in the dragoons; a 
ſervice to which you know I was always 
partial, —Will you, my dear Sir, favor 
Mrs. Mordaunt with a line, fignifying 
your approbation of my addreſſes to her 
lovely daughter ? Her brother 1s nearly 
recovered, and impatiently expects the 
arrival of Miſs Digby, of whom every 
body ſpeaks in raptures. I remember 
your deſcription of her from the Hague, 
the day you dined in her company at 
Sir J—h V Ss. They have been 
long engaged to each other, and the 
marriage is to take place ſoon after her 
arrival. If I have your conſent, and 
can prevail on Miſs Mordaunt to unite 
her fate with mine, I ſhall be happy to 
reſign 
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refign my liberty at the ſame time, 
May I expect to ſee you ſoon in town? 
Your preſence will add to the happineſs 
_-”” 
Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate, 


GroRGE MANLI. 
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Ma. RAPLEY TO RogERT TURNER,. 
Es a. 


St, James s. ſquare. 
My Dax FRIEND, 

1 AM very ſorry to inform you, that 

am not able to prevail on Sir Wil- 
liam, to grant you the interview you re- 
queſt. On repeatedly preſſing him, he 
replied, that he was at laſt in the hands 
of good men ; that the few remaining 
days of his life ſhould be devoted, under 
their direction, to redreſs the injured, 
and that his ſhort time was too precious 
to beſtow any part of it upon a worth- 


leſs relation, who had drawn him into. 


the moſt libertine exceſſes, with the 
baſe view of ruining his health, and 


coming early to the poſſeſſion of his for- 


fortune.. Thus you ſee all hope of re- 


gaining his good opinion is at an end: 


and I ſhrewdly ſuſpe& that he would, 
readily 
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readily diſpenſe with my company ;— 
but as I came to town at his expreſs de- 
fire, I ſhall continue here as long as ] 
can, watch and the motions of doctor 
Blewett, who is now his only councellor, 
and whok nows too much of his affairs 
to think favorably of us. I find that ad- 
vice has been taken, as to the right of 
cutting off the entail of the Lincoln- 
ſhire eſtate ; and I am happy to inform 
you that it cannot be done, ſo that the 
dirty acres will fall to you at his death, 
in ſpite of him ;—he has made his peace 
with the Mordaunt's. Lord L. colonel 
Nugent, and captain Manly, have vi- 
fited him, and I ſuſpect that he has diſ- 
cloſed the affair of Miſs R——'s ſe- 
duction, and the conſequences of the 
duel with her brother, to his confeſſor, 
old Blewett. Mr. Digby is expected 
every day, and Sir William ſays hewiſhes 
only to live to ſee him, and obtain his 
and the lovely Louiſa's pardon, for his 

| ſcheme 


. 


ſcheme againſt Mordaunt. I plainly 
ſee I ſhall not maintain my ground here 


long ; but I can truſt to Harry's fidelity, 


and will not fail to inform you of the 
particulars of the reformation plan, as 
it comes to my knowledge; - there muſt 
indeed be ſomething wonderful in ap- 
proaching death, to produce ſuch an 
alteration in ſo, ſhort a time; one little 


month has produced a metamorphoſe 


more ſtrange than any in Qvid, by con- 
verting a gay libertine, into a whining 
penitent,-Farewell ; depend on my at- 
tention to your intereſts, and believe 
me, 
Sincerely yours, 
James RAPLEY, 
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Tuk SAME To THE SAME, 


OLONEL Nugent was here this 
morning ; *the Digby*s came to 
town laſt night—they are at Lady Man- 
ning's; Sir William ſinks ſo faſt, that I 
hardly think he can hold out a week 
longer; he made his will yeſterday, and 


at the ſame time ſigned a deed of con- 


veyance, as I ſaw by the title. I was 
deſired to witneſs both, though ac- 
quainted with the contents of neither; 
he afterwards called me to his bed-ſide, 
and preſſing my hand, ſaid, I have left 
vou, James, a remembrance of our former 
friendſhip, in my will, but I hope the 
example of a dying friend, who bewails 
his follies, will be the moſt valuable le- 
gacy ; he is extremely anxious to ſee 


Mr. Digby, and the houſe-kecper is di- 


rected to prepare one of the beſt apart- 


ments, though I cannot find out who 
15 


1s de 
ſent 
mor 


. 


is to occupy it.— Adieu for the pre- 
ſent; you ſhall hear from me again to- 
morrow, 
Yours, 
James RAPLE. 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


St. James s-/quart, 

My Dax TurxEs, 
=— may judge of my ſurprize this 
- morning, to ſee captain Manly 
alight from a poſt-chaiſe, and hand out 
2 lady and a little girl, who prove to be 
miſs R. and her daughter. At ſight of 
doctor Blewett, who waited in the hall 
to receive her, ſhe burſt into a violent 
flood of tears, and was kept with diffi- 
culty from fainting. I could eafily ſee, 
that my preſence recalled to her mind 
the part I had taken in her ruin; and 
therefore thought it beſt to withdraw. 
In about an hour, I was deſired to attend 
Sir William in his chamber; when I en- 
tered, he was raiſed up in his bed by 
pillows, weeping over Maria's hand, 
which he held in his—ſhe was kneeling 
at the bed · ſide, drowned in tears. Dr. 
3 Blewett, 
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Blewett, captain Manly, and the houſe- 
keeper, were preſent; —on my approach- 
ing the bed, he addreſſed me with an air 
of ſolemnity which made me tremble, in 
the following words, which I never ſhall 
forget ; I ſent for you, Mr. Rapley, who 
too ſucceſsfully aſſiſted me in accom- 
pliſhing the ruin of this lovely woman, 
to witneſs the ſorrow and contrition 
with which I lament the cruel treat- 
ment ſhe has received. —Could I reco- 
ver, I would devote every part of my 
ſuture life, to repair the wrongs ſhe 
has ſuſtained ; but as I feel that to be 
impoſſible, ſhe has kindly conſented to 
accept the only atonement I can make. 
I cannot reſtore the life of a beloved 
brother, loſt in the vindication of a ſiſ- 
ter's honour ; but I can reſtore that ſiſ- 
ter's honour to the world; I can per- 
form an act of juſtice ; I can ſtop the 
cenſures of the malicious, and obtain 


the praiſe of the virtuous, by making 


her 
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her my wife—and my laſt prayer to the 
Almighty ſhall be, that the misfortunes 
of Maria R. may be forgotten in the 
happineſs of lady Turner ! here he ſunk 
down in the bed through extreme weak- 
neſs, and Maria was conducted to her 
apartment, in an almoſt inſenfible ſtate, 
The ceremony 1s to be performed to- 
morrow, after which, I ſhall leave the 

houſe, as the looks of the dejected Ma- 
ria, when ſhe glances her eye on me, 
are as daggers to my heart ;—I feel in 
them her reproaches for the loſs of her 
virtue, and her brother's life. Fare- 
well ; you will probably receive one let- 
ter more from me, before J leave this 
houſe for ever. I am, | 

Yours very ſincerely, 
JAMES RAPLEY. 


CApr. 
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CAPTAIN MANLY To GENERAL SOMERS, 


Spring Garden. 
My Dear SIR, 


CCEPT my warmeſt thanks for 
your parental Jetter* to Mrs. Mor- 
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to- daunt, which I delivered her as ſoon as 
the I received it; all your injunctions ſhall 
la- be obeyed ; and I;am ſure, in miſs Mor- 
ne, daunt's conduct, you will ſee every thing 
in to approve, and nothing to condemn, I 
1er have been employed by Sir William 
e- Turner, who will be as deſervedly re- 
et- ſpected in his death, as he was univer- 
lis ſally deſpiſed in his life time, in ena- 


bling him to do an act of juſtice to 
an amiable woman, whom he ſeduced 
under the moſt ſolmen promiſes of mar- 
riage ; and afterwards deſerted, Her 
brother demanded ſatisfaction of Sir 
William, and received a wound, which 


®* This letter does not appear. 
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cauſed his death; he left his ſiſter 
enough to ſupport her, and ſhe retired 
to a ſmall village in Surry, where ſhe 
was delivered of a daughter, and lived 
entirely ſecluded from the world ; on 
Mr. R.'s death, Sir William left the 
univerſity, and went abroad, without 
enquiring after the unhappy Maria, or 
making the ſmalleſt proviſion for her.— 
I found her in her cottage, employed in 
the inſtruction of her little daughter, 
The ſmall garden in front, the neat plain- 
neſs of the furniture, the elegant fim- 
plicity of her dreſs, excited my utmoſt 
compaſſion for this lovely woman, whom 
Sir William has negle&ed for almoſt 
four years, during which time ſhe has 
hardly been a mile diſtant from her 
little habitation ;,=<-ſhe was ſo much 
agitated on my acquainting her with 
Sir William's danger, and earneſt defire 
to ſee her, that it was ſome time before 


ſhe was ſufficiently compoſed, to pre- 
| pare 
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pare for the journey. —I adviſed her to 
take her child with her, which is a ſweet 
pratler—and leaving the houſe in the 
care of her faithful maid ſervant, we 
ſet out, and arrived at Sir William's, 
where apartments were prepared for her. 
I will not attempt to deſcribe the 
meeting; he beſought her pardon in the 
moſt earneſt manner, which ſhe granted 
in broken accents, as ſhe knelt at the 


bed fide. The worthy Dr. Blewett held 


the dear child in his arms, and preſent- 
ed her to her father the fight” over- 
came Sir William, and we prevailed on 
Miſs R. to retire, after ſhe had conſent- 


ed to accept the only reparation he can 


now make; and to-morrow ſhe will be 
lady Turner. Colonel Nugent 1s ſtill 
at Harwich—the packet 1s not yet ar- 
rived, Lady Manning is come to town 
to receive Mr. and Miſs Digby, whom 
we except every hour. I much regret, 
my dear fir, that you are at fo great a 
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diſtance from us, and that an event to 
which I look forwards . with. ſo much 
pleaſure, will not be honoured with the 
' preſence of my dear friend and gene- 
rous benefactar. I ſhall not fail to de- 
liver your letter to Mr. Digby, when 1 
ſee him, and will alſo obey your com- 
mand, in writing you every particular 
of the intereſting ſcenes in which we 
are engaged, I hope your confinement 
will not be very long, and even flatter 
myſelf, that you may witneſs the happy 
neſs of 


Your affectionate, 
GronGs MANLIY. 
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FroM THE SANE ro THE SAME. 


LY n 

Dear Stn, 
8 IR William grows viſibly worfe 

every day. Miſs R. wiſhed to defer 
the ceremony, in hopes of his get- 
ting ſomething better ; but a ſpecial 
licence having been obtained, he defit- 
ed it might not be delayed. The lovely 
Miſs R. was attended only by the houſe 
keeper ; ſhe wept bitterly during de 
whole ceremony, which was performed 
by doctor Blewett ;z—for my patt, I was 
never preſent at ſuch an awful ſcene.— 
Poor Sir William was ſupported in his 
bed, by his phyſician and furgeon. I 
ated as father to the lady. Mr. Rap- 
ley having defired to be excufed at- 
tending ; at which I am not farprized, 
as he was principally inſtrumental in 
Mifs R “'s ruin, and has not I fear 
| H 2 pro- 
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profited by Sir William's reformation, 


When the ceremony was over, we falut-. 


ed lady Turner, as the miſtreſs of this 
elegant houſe ; ſhe returned our com- 
pliment only with a deep figh, from the 
reflection, no doubt, that ſhe ſhould 
ſo ſoon be the /ole miſtreſs of it, and 
of. herſelf. We retired into the draw- 
ing-room, and left her alone with Sir 
William, at her requeſt; and whilſt 


we were ſtanding at the windows, a 


travelling coach and four drove to lady 
Manning's ;—we knew it to be Mr. 
Digby's, by colonel N ugent s ſervant. 
Doctor Blewett immediately haſtened to 
pay his duty to his friend and patron, 
I directed a ſervant, to acquaint lady 
Turner with Mr. Digby's arrival, and 
to prepare Sir William. for: the inter- 
view he has ſo much defired ; and then 
haſtened to Dover-ſtreet to communicate 


the good news. to Mrs. and Miſs Mor- 


Gant Charles was almoſt wild with 
joy, 
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joy, and begged his ſiſter to go imme- 
diately to Louiſa ;—-but Mrs. Mor- 
daunt defired them to have a little pati- 
ence, as they ſhould certainly receive a 
meſſage, cither from lady Manning; or 
colonel Nugent. I then took my leave, 
and returned to St. James's-· ſquare, hav- 
ing engaged to dine with lady Turner, 
on this her melancholy wedding day. 
Adieu, my dear Sir; to-morrow I will 
reſume my pen, 
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"Miss DIB Y To Miss Monnavxy, Capr. 


| 87. Janes r-ſquare. 
Mr dra Harmon, | 


* E are this moment arrived. As 


TY 1 cannot leave lady Manning 
come immediately to ; 

Your 
Lovisa Diour, 


CaprAin 


« 1519 


CarTALIN MANLY To GENERAL SOMERS. 


(ix CONTINUATION.) 


f St. James ſquare. 

OCTOR Blewett is returned with 

lady Manning's compliments to 

me, defiring that ſhe may have the plea- 

ſure of introducing me to Mr. and Miſs 

Digby this evening, before the former 

goes to Dover ſtreet; Mr. Digby being 

determined to embrace Charles Mor- til 

daunt before he goes to reſt. I went {i 

immediately, and was met by colonel 1 

Nugent in the hall, who conducted me 
into the drawing - room, and preſented 
me to Mr. Digby, who is the moſt ele- 
gant man I ever ſaw; he received me in 
the kindeſt manner, and ſpoke in warm 
terms of the obligations he was under 
to me. Miſs Digby, who had retired 
with lady Manning, now entered the 
room, attended by her ladyſhip and 
H 4 Miſs 
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Miſs Mordaunt, and never did I behold 
ſo lovely a figure. Indeed, my dear 
Sir, your's was but a faint deſcription of 
her charms; and I ſubſcribed to the 
truth of Miſs Mordaunt's obſervation, 
| that the men had no eyes for any other 
woman, in the company of her Louiſa ; 
—ſhereceived my compliments with the 
molt enchanting complacency—the be- 
nevolence of her heart ſhone in her coun- 
tenance; and when ſhe deſired I would 
receive her as my ſiſter, I could ſcarcely 
refrain from kneeling at the feet of this 
angelic creature. Miſs Mordaunt was 
greatly pleaſed with my emotion, and 
archly adviſed Louiſa not to be too 
grateful to the friend of her lover, leaſt 
more than one of the family ſhould be 
jealous of her power, I delivered your 
letter to Mr. Digby. You have the 
honor, my dear Sir, of being a great 
favorite of Miſs Digby's. As it grew 
late, and Mr, Digby was impatient to ſee 
Charles, 


( 1530 

Charles, we left the ladies together, 
and went in lady Manning's coach to 
Dover-ſtreet. Mrs. Mordaunt ſhed 
ſome tears at fight of Mr. Digby ;—he 
was alſo much affected; but more ſo, 
on being introduced to Charles, who, on 


his entering the room, attempted to 
kneel to him. Mr. Digby raiſed, and 


embraced him moſt affectionately; aſ- 


ſured him, that Louiſa would rejoice to 
find him ſo much reſtored; and begged 
he would prepare himſelf to receive her 
viſit in the morning. Charles was in 
high ſpirits, but he has not yet recover- 
ed his colour, and is ſtill weak. It 
being now paſt ten o'clock, we took 
our leave. I juſt ſtepped into lady 


Manning” s, to with the ladies a good 


night, Louiſa having inſiſted on Miſs 
Mordaunt's remaining with her, and 
then haſtened to Sir William, whom ! 
had not ſeen fince the ceremony in the 


morning. His lady and Dr, Blewett 
H 5 were 
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were with him; —he held her hand in 
his, and ſhewed viſible pleaſure at the 
marks of affe&ion ſhe beſtowed on him. 
A tent bed had been put up in his 
chamber, by her order, and we had 
ſome difficulty in prevailing on her even 
to give us her company at ſupper ;—in 
truth, ſhe will be a ſincere mourner for 
his death, and I am ſure would give up 
the large fortune to which the will be in- 
titled, and return with him to her little 
cottage—could the ſacrifice reſtore him 
to health ;—but that nothing can do; 
and ſhe will probably be a bride and a 


widow in the little ſpace of one week. 


Lady Manning accompanies Miſs Dig- 
by to Dover-ſtreet to-morrow morning, 
and in the afternoon, Mr. Digby will 
viſit poor Sir William; —for my part, 


J fincerely wiſh theſe introductions were 


over; they affect me beyond meaſure, 
and with your leave, I will requeſt colo- 
nel Nugent to continue the ſubject; 
not. 


C iy .F 


not that he is leſs intereſted than my- 
ſelf, but he is at a time of life to view 
ſuch ſcenes with leſs emotion.— Adieu, 
my dear Sir,—Believe me, 
Your's moſt gratefully 
And affectionately, 
GROORE MAxE Y. 


* 
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'COLONEL NUGENT To GENERAL 
SOMERS. 


| Harley- Street. 
My Dear Gentrat, 490765 


* ſcarcely ſeen my own houſe, 

fince the arrival of Mr. Digby and 
his lovely daughter. I waited two days 
for them at Harwich, ahd began to. be 
very uneaſy on their account ;—though 
they left Helveot with a fair wind, 
yet it ſhifted ſoon after, and they were 
obliged to put back, which was the 
cauſe of their delay. We are juſt 
returned from Dover-ſtreet, accom- 
panied by Mr. Mordaunt, who obtain- 
ed doctor W——'s leave to go out 


for the firſt time fince his illneſs, ex- 
cept his removal to my houſe, and af- 
terwards to his mother's. He was 
deſirous of paying lady Manning the 
compliment of a firſt viſit ;—ſhe is per- 

| fectly 


1 


fectly reconciled to Mr. Digby, and be- 
come the avowed friend of the family. 


The marriage is to be performed at her 


houſe, and I will anſwer for her acting 


nobly on the occaſion. It was agreed, 


that only lady Manning and Mrs. Mor- 
daunt ſhould be preſent at the firſt 
interview between Miſs Digby and 
Charles, which took place in his mo- 
ther's dreſſing- room. Lady Manning 
lays, it is impoſſible to deſcribe their 
meeting. Charles's eyes ſpoke the ar- 
dour of his love, and Louiſa's the ten- 
derneſs of her's. He threw himſelf at 
her feet—thanked her in broken, inco- 
herent accents, for all her goodneſs 
to him, and gazed on the beauties 
of her perſon, which were heighten- 


ed by her bluſhes and confuſion, with 


rapturous admiration. The 'ladies left 
them together, and in about half an 
hour, they entered the drawing- room 
hand in hand; the whole company ſtood 


up 
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up at their entrance, as by a natural im- 
pulſe. Never did 1 behold fo lovely a 
couple. Charles ſeemed reſtored to per- 
fe& health, and never looked handſom- 
er. Louiſa had a ſoftneſs in her coun- 
tenance, which ſet off the exquiſite de- 
licacy of her features, to the greateſt 
advantage. They both knelt to Mr, 
Digby, who tenderly embraced them 
with viſible emotions; the big tear 
rolling down his manly cheek. Indeed 
we were all exceedingly affeted—the 
ſcene was almoſt too much for Charles 
— he turned pale, which Louiſa ob- 
ſerving, took him kindly by the arm, 
and led him to a chair next to lady 
Manning, ſeating herfelf at his fide. 
As the weather was remarkably fine, 
doctor W—— conſented that Charles 
ſhould take an airing, and afterwards 
dine with lady Manning ;—and her 
ladyſhip having inſiſted on all the 
company dining with her, got into her 
coach, 
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coach, attended by the happy couple. 
I am to be preſent in the evening at a 
meeting of a different kind, having pro- 
miſed to attend Mr. Digby to Sir Wil- 
liam Turner's. Charles offered to ac- 
company us, but the doctor would not 
ſuffer it, for the ſake of both. How- 
ever, he defired us to aſſure Sir Wil- 
liam of his hearty forgiveneſs; in which 
Louiſa joined, with the ſweetneſs and 
benignity of an angel. She 1s very anx- 
tous to ſee lady Turner, from the ex- 
traordinary character given her by doc- 
tor Blewett, and captain Manly.—Lady 
Manning intends to cultivate her ac- 
quaintance, as will Mrs. and Miſs Mor- 
daunt; for ſhe has no connections in 
town, being an orphan, left to the care 
of an only brother, who died of the 

wounds he received in the vindication 

of her honor; though he ſurvived the 
duel ſome months. At his death, ſhe 


retired with her child, and one faithful 
ſer · 


( 160) 


ſervant, who had been her nurſe, to a 
lictle cottage in Surry, on the banks of 
the Thames, where captain Manly vi- 
ſited her, at the requeſt of Sir William 
Turner, and attended to her London. 
I ſay nothing of George's affair with 


Miſs Mordaunt, only, that he has ſo far 


ingratiated himſelf into her favor, and 
Mrs. Mordaunt and her ſon are ſuch 
ſtrenuous advocates for him, that 1 
think he will be made a happy man, on 
the ſame day that Louiſa gives her hand 
to Charles. Lady Manning has the 
whole management Mr. Digby readi- 
ly acquieſcing in all her wiſhes. She 
has written to the earl of E. Miſs 


Digby's grand father, who is in the 


north, and nothing will be concluded 
on till ſhe receives his anſwer. Doc- 
tor Blewett, who left us foon after din- 
ner, is returned from Sir William's, 


with-an account that he has fainted away: 


twice in the day, and is now ſo low, as 
to 


C 68 3} 


to make it neceſſary to defer our viſit 
till the morning, I will therefore cloſe 
this letter, and reſume the ſubject in 
my next==being at all times, my dear 
general, | 
Your ſincere friend, 
S. Nvozxr. 


ec a ) 


FRO THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


9 Harley-Street. 
My pgAR GENERAL, 

T WENT to Lady Manning's this 
morning at eight o'clock, and found 
Doctor Blewett and Captain Manly 
there, though it was ſo early. Sir Wil- 
ham has had a very indifferent night, 
but his phyficans having no hope that 
he will be better, it is determined the 
interview between him and Mr, Digby 
ſhall take place this forenoon; the poor 
man has earneſtly requeſted that Lady 
Manning, Miſs Digby, and Mrs. and 
Miſs Mordaunt will viſit Lady Turner 
at the ſame time; Miſs Digby directly 
gave her conſent, and eaſily prevailed 
on Lady Manning.—-Miſs Mordaunt is 
here, and a ſervant is gone with a note 
to Mrs. Mordaunt to acquaint her with 
Sir William's requeſt, Doctor Blewett 
5 and 


( x63 ) 
and Captain Manly are to introduce the 
Jadies to each other, and then attend 
the melancholy ſcene in Sir William's 
bed-chamber. Mrs. Mordaunt is juſt 
come ; Charles would accompany her, 
in hopes of prevailing on Mifs Digby 
not to go to Sir William's, for fear her 
ſpirits ſhould be too much affected. As 
he was very earneſt in his entreaties, 
ſhe has complicd, and that he ſhould ſtay 
with her until Lady Manning returned. 
When this affecting interview, for 
ſuch it muſt be, is over, I will give yon 
ſome account ,of it. I am very forry 
lord L. who was expected in Groſvenor- 
ſquare laſt night, is not returned; he was 
unluckily obliged to go into the coun- 
try on particular buſineſs, two days be- 
fore Mr. Digby came to England. Four 
o'clock :—Sir William Turner has made 
a noble amends to all the injured parties; 
he received us with great compoſure, and 
held out his hand to Mr. Digby, who 
ſtopped 


$$. 2 


ſtopped him in the apology he was go- 
ing to make, by aſſuring him, that his 
daughter, and Mr. Mordaunt, fincerely 
forgave him, and that the latter would 
have viſited him, if doctor W. had not 
feared it would have been too much for 
both of them.—After a ſhort conver- 
ſation, Mr. jones, the ſolicitor, was an- 
nounced, and Sir William defired him 
to explain the nature of the deed, he 
had executed a few days before ;—it 
proved to be a re-conveyance of the 
eſtate of the Priory, with the plate, fur- 
niture, &c. to Mr. Digby for life, with 
reverſion to Mr. Mordaunt and his heirs 
for ever. Sũch a noble gift, excited the 
admiration of all preſent, and Mr. Dig- 
by ſeemed quite oppreſſed with his ſenſe 
of the obligation; after a ſhort time, 
Sir William aſked Mr. Jones if the copy 
of his will was carefully compared with 


the original, and on being anſwered in 


the affirmative, he ordered the will to 
be 
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be ſealed up, with the ſeals of all 
that were preſent, and given to Doctor 
Blewett, and then directed Mr. Jones 
to read the atteſted copy. In the pre- 
face, he explains his reaſons for the diſ- 
tribution of his fortune, which is im- 
menſe, and for excluding his heir from 
every part which he is not entitled to 
by law. As there was no time to make 
a ſettlement on Lady Turner, he has 
left her the intereſt of 30,0001. bank ſtock 
for her life the principal to go to her 
daughter at her deceaſe; — he has alſo 
left 10, oool. ſtock to be transferred to 
her within one month after his deceaſe; 
and the ſame ſum to his daughter, on 
attaining her majority, or marrying be- 
fore that time, with the conſent of her 
guardians ;—he has alſo given the houſe, 
plate, and furniture, in St. James's-ſquare, 
to his lady — beſides this, he has left the 
following noble legacies, $000l. to Miſs 
Mordaunt; 20001. to Doctor Blewett ; 

| 1000l, 
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2000l. to Mr. Raply, in remembrance 
of their former friendſhip; and 10001. 
to each of his executors, who are lord L. 
Mr. Digby, and myſelf; and in caſe of 
the death of his daughter, before ſhe 
attains the age of twenty-one years, or 
1s married with the conſent of his exe- 
eutors, who are named her guardians, 
he leaves the whole of her fortune, to 
to be divided equally between the chil- 
dren of Mr. Mordaunt, born in wed- 
lock with Miſs Digby ;—his medical 
attendants and ſervants are remembered 
with generofity—and he has left captain 
Manly all his fire arms, which are very 
curious, an elegant drefs ſword, his gold 
watch and chain, and a brilliant dia- 
mond ring of great value; the aſloniſh- 
ment we were all thrown into, which 
prevented our ſpeaking for ſome time, 
gave him an opportunity of explaining 
his reaſons for wiſhing to make us ac- 
quainted with his will before his death, 
I wherem 
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wherein he diſclaimed every idea of va- 
nity or oftentation ;—he ſaid, he well 


knew the litigious temper of his un- 


worthy relation, who would not be diſ- 
poſed to fit down quietly with the houſe 
and eſtate in Lincolnſhire, though of 
the value of 20001. per annum, whilſt 
ſo large a fortune was left from him,— 
and therefore wiſhed that the diſpofition 
of his fortune might be publickly known 
before his death, to prevent the poſſibi- 
lity of any cavil being made to it, ei- 
ther from the plea of extreme weakneſs, 
over perſuaſion, or incapacity of judg- 
ment,— Who cannot but deeply lament 
that ſuch good diſpoſitions, ſhould not 
have ſhewn themſelves earlier; and that 
the man who has ſo largely contributed 
to encreaſe the happineſs of others, 
ſhould have ſo unfortunately fruſtrated 


his own; but who can ſay, perhaps it 


was neceſſary that Sir William ſhould 
de awakened to a ſenſe of his duty, by 
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the diſappointment of his revenge, and 
that nothing ſhort of what he has ſuf- 
fered, and the certainty of his approach. 
ing diſſolution, would have ſoftened 
his heart to receive thoſe impreſſings 
of affection, which have not only ſav- 
ed a moſt amiable woman from the 
contempt, or what is worſe, the pity of 
an unfeeling world, but raiſe her to a 
rank which will inſure her its reſpec, 
and to which ſhe was long intitled. On 
Sir William Turner's expreſſing a deſire 
to be left with doctor Blewett and Mr. 
Digby, we took leave of him for the 
day, and I returned home, from whence 
I now write you. A ſervant of lord 

L.'s has this moment acquainted me 
| ;that he is juſt arrived, and wiſhes to ſee 
me, I will therefore ſend to excuſe my- 
ſelf from dining with lady Manning, 
and wait on his lordſhip. Farewell, 
my deargeneral; Manly defires his love 


and duty;—he promiſes to write you next 
2 ; | poſt, 
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poſt, but I think he is too much en- 


gaged with the ladies, to keep his word. 


Mr. Digby's whole attention is at pre- 
ſent paid to Sir William, whoſe noble 
generoſity muſt naturally deeply affect 
the ſenſibility of ſuch a heart as his !— 
in a very few days, I fear you will hear 
from my pen, or that of ſome other 
friend, that he is no more ; but I muſt 
conclude, and haſten to lord L. who is, 
I dare ſay, very impatient to ſee Mr. 
Digby.—Believe me ever, my dear ge- 
neral, 
Your ſincere friend 6 


S. NUGENT. 
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Carr MaxLy ro GENERAL Sowtens, 
; 85 ring- Garden, 

| Duan Sin, 
"YOLONEL Ni ugent bas informed 
you of che noble conduct of Sir Wil. 
liam Turner, to all his friends, which 
is ſpoke of publickly in terms of gene- 
ral approbation ; ; indeed it is Sir Wil- 
liam” s wiſh, that his intentions with re- 
gard to Mr. Digby and the Mordaunts, 
ſhould not be kept a ſecret. When 
doctor Blewett acquainted lady Turner 
with the contents of the will, ſhe expreſ- 
ſed her perfect ſatisfaction as to the le- 
gacies, and deed of conveyance to Mr. 
Digby, and gratitude for the ample 
proviſion made for her and her daugh- 
ter —lamenting the loſs we ſhould all 
ſoon ſuſtain by the death of ſo Mnerous 
a friend. Lady Manning is much at- 
ached to lady Turner, who has pro- 
"7 | ailed 
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miſed to remove to her houſe, on Sir 
William's death. —On appearing to be 
diſappointed in not ſeeing miſs Digby 
with the ladies, lady Manning deſired 


me to ſtep to her houſe for her Charles 
inſiſted on going with her lady Tur- 


ner received her with the greateſt affec- 
tion, and on finding that Mr. Mordaunt 
was in the houſe, deſired he might be 
introduced to her; ſhe bluſhed greatly 
when he entered the room, and receiv- 
ed him with apparent confuſion; he alſo 
appeared to be ſomewhat embaraſſed; 


we found afterwards that he had known 


her at Oxford, and had cautioned her, 
in an anonymous letter, to beware of 
Sir William. Lord L. and Mr. Dig- 
by have met at laſt.— The great ad- 
dition to miſs Mordaunt's fortune, has 


made no alteration in her ſentiments 


with regard to the man of her choice ; 
and foreſeeing that Sir William's death 
will retard her brother's marriage for a 

12 little. 
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little time, ſhe has kindly conſented to 
give me her hand on the ſame day, 
when nothing will be wanting to com- 
plete my happineſs, but your preſence ; 
of which I do not deſpair. My agent 
has got an exchange in a regiment of 
horſe in Ireland, but Mrs. Mordaunt 
objects to it ;—1I ſhall therefore wait 
till ſomething elſe offers, and reſide in 
Dover-ſtreet after our marriage.—A 
meſſage from colonel Nugent—poor 
Sir William is drawing near his end— 
he has had two convulſion fits. —I am 
defirgd to attend him.— Adieu, my dear 
Sir believe me, 
Ever your aſſectionate, 
GEORGE MANLY; 


= 


THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


HEN I came to St. James's- 

ſquare, I found the gentlemen 
in Sir William's antichamber, with the 
two phyſicians, who think that he will 
not live over the night.— Lady Man- 


ning and Mrs. Mordaunt were with lady 


Turner, who cannot be prevailed on to 
leave the houſe, but inſiſts on attending 
Sir William in his laſt moments ;—he 
has had another violent convulſion fit— 
—— The doctor fears that he will ſui- 
fer great agonies, although he'is appar- 
ently ſo very weak.—I could not bear 
the ſcene—but went to Charles Mor- 
daunt, and aſſiſted him in comforting 
Louiſa and Harriot, who are both great- 
ly affected in about two hours I went 
again to Sir William's—he was then 
quite compoſed. —Mr, Digby and doc- 
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tor Blewett were juſt going to him, to 
prepare him for ſeeing lady Turner, 
who will not be kept any longer out of 
his apartment. Lord L. and colonel 
Nugent are retired to take proper mea- 
ſures reſpecting the will, and to conſult 
about the funeral, as he has left no di- 
rections; — and I attended lady . 
ning and Mrs. Mordaunt. 


TWELVE O'CLOCK, 


It is over! poor Sir William ts nomore; 
doctor Blewett and Mr. Digby are this 
moment come, ſupporting lady Tur- 
ner, who is almoſt inſenfible from ex- 
ceſs of grief ; he died in dreadful ago- 
nies ! colonel Nugent will give you the 
particulars. I am unable to continue 
the melancholy ſubject. God bleſs you! 
my more than father. 


* GEORGE MANLY. 


CoL. 
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CoLONEL NUGENT TO GENERAL SOMERS, ' 


| Harley-ſtreet. 
My Dear GENSRAL, | 
HE dreadful ſcene is at laſt cloſed, 
and Sir William releaſed from the 
violent pains which attended his de- 
parture; —may the greatneſs of his ſuf- 
ferings, and ſincerity of his repentance, 


atone for the abuſe of the fine under- 


ſtanding and princely fortune he poſ- 
ſeſſed In his death, he has made all 
the reparation in his power; and had life 
been granted him, I am perſuaded he 
would have trod the path of virtue and 
honour; but he is no more! and we 
muſt, leave him in the hands of a mer- 
ciful judge. Poor lady Turner was 
forced with difficulty from his bed-ſide 
when he was expiring ; he had been 
ſpeechleſs ſeveral hours, and for ſome 
time before his death, his features were 

I 4 terribly 
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terribly diſtorted by violent convulſions; 


the bed ſhook under him, and large 


drops of cold ſweat rolled down his palid 
cheek; a viſible alteration for the worſe 
took place in the morning —he had ſe- 
veral fits, and was at times inſenſible; 
but about four o'clock he was eaficr 
and perfectly ſenfible, and defired to ſee 
Mr. Digby and Dri Blewett ;—Lord L. 
and I retired into the library ; doctor 
Blewett gave me the following account : 
on entering the room, he deſired they 
would come tothe bed-fide ; the mark of 
death was in his countenance; but he was 
compoſed and collected; he took a hand 
of each, and preſſed it to his lips—he 
then thanked doctor Blewett for his kind 
attendance, admonition, and prayers; 
and ſaid, he hoped he had profited by 
his inſtructions ; he then turned to Mr. 
Digby, and earneſtly beſought him to 
be a father to his infant daughter, and 
to comfort his unhappy lady; —and 

2 Con- 
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concluded with his dying requeſt, that 
Mr. Mordaunt and Miſs Digby might 
be united within one month after his 


deceaſe. On being told that Lady Tur- 


ner was impatient to ſee him, he defired 


ſhe might be admitted—he endeavoured 
to raiſe himſelf in the bed, and held out 
his arms to receive her, entreating her, 1n 
broken accents, to forgive his Jong neg- 
lect of her, and to be aſſured, that could 
his life have been prolonged, he would 


have devoted it to her happineſs ; he 


then put her band into Mr. Digby's, 
defiring her to look on him as her beſt 
friend. Dr. Blewett flipt out of the 
room, and inſtantly returned with the 
ſweet infant, whom he gave to my 
lady ; ſhe preſented her to her father, 
who preſſed her to his boſom, and was 
going to ſpeak, when he became in- 
ſtantly convulled, and remained ſpeech- 
leſs till his death, though he ſeemed at 
intervals to poſſeſs his intellects; — Dr. 

5 15 Blewett 
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| Cr 
Blewett and Mr. Digby, being unable tc 
to prevail on lady Turner to quit the hi 
bed, lord L. and I were called in, and at 
with great difhculty, at laſt got her to Y: 


retire to her dreſſing- room, but ſhe 

_ Poſitively refuſed to quit the houſe 
whilſt he was alive ; about nine o'clock 
his convulſions encreaſed, and he con- 
tinued in great agonies till half paſt 
eleven o'clock, when he expired. Mr. 
Digby immediately went to lady Tur- 
ner; on entering the room, the ſtarted 
from her ſeat, held out her hand to 
him, and motioned to go—but neither 
ſpoke nor ſhed a tear; he led her down 
ſtairs into the hall, where a chair wait- 
ed, in which ſhe was carried to lady 
Manning's, and ſhe remains in a, kind 
of ſtupor, which is more affeCting than 
the moſt violent grief. Lord L. and1 
put our ſeals on the eferutoire in the 
bed-chamber, and on the door of the 
übrary, and then left the body to the 
5 care 
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care of the ſervants ;—we meet again 
to-morrow, and ſhall give notice to the 
heir at law, and Mr. Rapley, to attend 
at the opening of the will.—I will give 
you the concluſion in my next. 
Yours ſincerely, 
S. NUGENT: 


l 6 Tas 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


Dear GENERAL, 


EITHER Mr. Turner nor Mr. 
Rapley thought proper to be pre- 
ſent at the reading of the will, though 


the latter has a legacy of 100cl. Two. 


gentlemen of the law attended for them, 
and expreſſed much diſfatisfation on 
the part of the heir at law. Lord L. 
put an end to their remarks, by obſerv- 
ing rather ſeverely, that Mr. Turner 
had hurried the late Sir William into 
many exceſſes, which had greatly injur- 
-ed his conſtitution, and probably been 
the cauſe of preventing the birth of an 
heir, who would have excluded him 
from what he now poſſeſſed in courſe of 
law, and ought to be ſatisfied with. 
As Sir William left no directions con- 
cerning his funeral, lady Turner wiſh- 


ed 


C 38s } 


ed that he might not be carried to the 
family vault in Lincolnſhire, as that 
eſtate was entirely gone from her and 
her child ; we have therefore ordered a 
vault in St. James's Church, where the 
remains of his lady will likewiſe be de- 
polited, when ſhe pays the debt to na- 
ture ;—and on Saturday morning; at 
eight o'clock, he is to be buried as pri- 
vately as poſhble. The intermediate 
time will be taken up in proving the 
will, transferring the flock into our 
names for the uſes of the truſt, and 
paying part of the legacies;—and when 
theſe affairs are ſettled, we ſhall witneſs 
the happineſs of our young friends, 
whoſe joint marriages are to take place 
within a month, in compliance with the 
dying requeſt of Sir Willam.—Adieu, 
my dear general ; I am glad to find you 
are enough recovered to undertake the 
journey to town ;—Manly's happineſs 
would have been incomplete, had you 

| been 
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deen abſent. I need not ſay how very 
happy your preſence will make all your 
friends, in which number I flatter my- 
ſelf you include 
Your's ſincerely, 
S. NUGENT. 


Tus 
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Taz EARL or E. ro Lady Man» 
NING. 


Dran Maran, 


HOUGH the late imprudent con» 
duct of lord B. and the divorce 

now pending in the houſe of lords, de- 
termine me to remain ſome time longer 
in the country, I ſhall receive great 
pleaſure in the marriage of my grand- 
daughter with Mr. Mordaunt ;—and: I 
deſire you to aſſure them, that I not 
only approve their union, but they ſhall 
find in me a friend, warmly attached to. 
their intereſt, Lord L. has given me 
an account of the late Sir William 
Turner's noble conduct; and I have 
written to Mr. Digby *, to congratulate 
him on the repoſſeſſion of the Priory 
eſtate. I have given orders to, Gray, 


*. Theſe letters do not appear. 
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to prepare ſome marks of my regard, 
which I beg your ladyſhip to preſent in 
my name, the day before the marriage; 
—the fair friend of Louiſa will find 
herſelf remembered on the occaſion. 
I ſhall expect to hear from Mr. Digby, 
when the day is fixed. I am, 


{ 
Dear lady Manning, * 
Your ſincere friend, V 


And obedient ſervant, 


E. 


e 


Taz EARL or E. ro Miss Dior. 


(1NCLOSED IN THE FOREGOING.) 


| My Dax Lovisa. 


rr to congratulate you on 
your approaching nuptials; and to 

aſſure you, that I not only rejoice in 

the proſpect of your happineſs with Mr. 

Mordaunt, but will ſhortly give you 

convincing proofs, that I am, 

Your truly affectionate grand-father, 


E. 
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Ms, Diazy To Ma. M 


= | | St, Janes i. ſquare. 
Mr Dear Sis, | 
HEN I wrote you from Am- 
ſterdam, I little thought that 
my time and attention would be fo 
entirely engaged, as it has been. We 
had a tedious, and a very unpleaſant 
paſſage to Harwich; for though the 
wind was fair when we failed, it ſud- 
denly tacked about, and forced us to 
return; and after being detained two 
tides, we were at laſt obliged to beat 
over, with the wind in our teeth, My 
friend, colonel Nugent, was waiting to 
receive us, and gave me a melancholy 
account of Sir William Turner, who 
impatiently expected my arrival. When 
T have more leiſure, I will give you a 
particular account of the diſtreſſing 


ſcene;—but as I know how much you 
are 
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are intereſted in mine, and Loviſa's 
happineſs, I ſend you a copy of Sir 
William's will, by whoſe generoſity 
J am reſtored to the Priory eſtate, with 
remainder to Mr. Mordaunt. You wall 


ſee by the other legacies, and the noble 
proviſion made for his lady and child, 


what the diſpoſition of his mind was, 
previous to his death. We intend 20 
comply with his requeſt, in not delay» 
ing the marriage of my daughter with 
Mr. Mordaunt, who is recoyered be- 
yond all expectation, and will not be 
under the neceſſity of viſiting a milder 
climate. Miſs Mordaunt has given her 
affections to captain Manly, the deliver- 
er of her brother, and has conſented to 
make him happy, at the ſame time that 
my dear Louiſa changes her name ;— 
and Thurſday in next week is fixed on 
for the happy day. After the ceremo- 
ny, we ſhall go the to Priory, and re- 


main there till after Chriſtmas, As we 
| arc 
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are all in deep mourning, which we 
ſhall wear three months, in reſpect to 
Sir William's memory, (except on the 
wedding day) the brides cannot be pre- 
ſented at court, or appear m public 
with propriety. I rely on your promiſe, 
to viſit us with your amiable daughter 
in the ſummer, and rejoice that J can 
receive you at the Priory. With many 
thanks for your kind hoſpitality, I re- 
min, | | 
My dear Sir, 
Your ſincere friend, 
Joux Dios. 


Miss 


bens as fs. 
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Miss Diez To Miss M. 


St, James i-ſquart. 

HOPE my dear Miſs M. will not im- 

impute my long filence to want of 
friendſhip, or forgetfulneſs of the many 
favours received from her, and the 
worthy Mr. M. Indeed, my - dear 
friend, the mind of your Louiſa has 
ſuffered various emotions fince we ar- 
rived in London ; and even now, when 
recovered from the ſhock of Sir Wil- 
liam Turner's death, the near approach 
of the ſolemn engagement I am about 
to enter into, which will determine the 


| happineſs or miſery of my future life, 


and in that, of my beloved father's, fills 
me with a variety of tender apprehen- 
ſions, which not all my love for Charles 
Mordaunt, his known worth and tender 
affection, and the united ſanction and ap- 
probation of all my friends, can entirely 

| remove ;— 
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remove ;—and if ſuch thoughts as theſe 
will intrude themſelves, previous to an 
union of hands, where the hearts have 
been long fince united, what muſt be 
the temerity of thoſe unthinking crea- 
tures, who raſhly ruſh into matrimony, 
with a man of whom they know little or 
nothing, or perhaps, whoſe vices are no- 


torious; and againſt whoſe inſinuations 


they have been warned, by the ſagacity 
and affection of their parents! What 
but ruin can follow ſuch an imprudent 
ſtep? Prefent remorſe, and future mi- 
ſery, muſt be her portion. Vou, my 
beloved friend, have like me, been de- 
prived of a mother's watchful care and 
inſtru&ions ;—and like me, you are 
bleſſed with a ſurviving parent, who 
has ſupplied the loſs, and whoſe good- 
neſs demands a double portion of du- 
tiful affection. Follow then, my ex- 
ample, my young friend. Make your 
father the confidant of all your ſecrets ; 
open 
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—0pen your heart to him without re- 


ſerve, and ſuffer no tender emotions to 
take root there, till he approves the ob- 
ject of its growing inclinations, In 
eight days, your Louiſa Digby will be 
the wife of Charles Mordaunt. May 1 
be enabled to fulfil the duties of that 
important ſtation, and keep the place I 
now hold in his heart! If this bleſſing 
be allotted me, I will receive it as a gift 
from Heaven, for a dutiful attention to 
a father's happineſs, and glory in it, as 


the reward of an affectionate daughter, 
Adieu, my ſweet friend—Continue to 


loye 
Your 
| Lovu1sa DiGBY. 


Cones 
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ConcLvus10Nn BY THE Epiron. 


HEE the correſpondence ends ;— 
| but the editor ſubjoins the fol- 
lowing ſhort account, for the ſatisfac- 
ction of the reader: On Thurſday the 
day of December 1777, the Rev. 
Mr. Mordaunt and Miſs Digby, were 
married by doctor Blewett, in St. James's 
church, by a ſpecial licence, in the pre- 
ſence of lady Manning, Mrs, Mordaunt, 
lord L. general Somers, Mr. Digby, 
and colonel Nugent; and at the ſame 
time Miſs Mordaunt gave her hand to 
captain Manly ; their mourning was laid 
aſide for that day, and their appearance 
as elegant as morning dreſſes would ad- 
mit of. After the double ceremony was 
performed, they returned to lady Man- 
ning's, who gave a ſumptuous enter- 
tainment on the occaſion ; but there 
was no ball, or other company invited, 
from 
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from reſpect to lady Turner, who re- 
ſides in the ſame ſquare, and returned 
to her own houſe the evening before. 
Mr. Digby had given previous direc- 


tions for the receptiow of his friends at 


the Priory ;—and on Friday morning 


the whole party left town, except lord 


L. and Mrs. Mordaunt ; (the latter 
having kindly conſented to remain in 


town with lady Turner) they ſlept that 
night at the Caſtle at Marlborough, 
and arrived at the Priory the next day 
to dinner. Mr. Digby was met by bis 


tenants, and many reſpectable gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, who teſti - 
hed their ſatisfaction at his coming 


again to his.eſtate. The worthy doctor 
Blewett died ſoon after, univerſally, re- 


gretted; but before that event, he had 
the pleaſure to ſee his niece married to 


Mr, Wilkins, and happily ſettled; Mr. | 
Digby haying procured him a living of 


2001. per annum, on the borders of the 
Vol. II. K county. 


_ — —— — —— ee —_ 


( 194 ) 


county, Mr. Mordaunt accepted the 
living of the Priory, at his lady's re- 
4ueſt ;—and they have fitted up the 
parſonage houſe in an elegant man- 
ner. The gardens are contiguous to the 
Priory park, with a delightful walk 
through a ſhrubbery, about a quarter of 
a mile long—a circular coach way is 
alſo made through the grounds, which 
leads to both houſes, without going 
into the public road. Lady Manning 
dicd in about two years, and left the 
greateſt part of her large fortune to Mr. 
Mordaunt's children. Mrs. Mordaunt, 
ſen. alſo died ſoon after. Captain Manly 
obtained firſt a majority, and then a 
lieutenant colonelcy of horſe, and reſid- 
ed ſome time in Ireland; but they are 
now in England, general Somers hav- 
ing obtained leaveSto reſign his regi- 
ment in favor of colonel Manly. Lord 
B. reſided ſeveral years abroad, and died 


lately at Florence. On the death of the 
earl 


b 
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earl of F. the title will be extin& ; bur 
as he is doatingly fond of Mrs, Mor- 
dwunt and her children, he is uſing all 
his influence, which 1s very great, to ob- 
tain it for Mr. Digby, with remainder 
to Mr. Mordaunt's eldeſt ſon, who. is 
one of the fineſt youths in the kingdom. 
Lady Turner was prevailed on, when 
ſhe laid aſide her mourning, to give her 
hand to lord L. and has thereby obtain- 
ed a powerful protector for herſelf and 
daughter, andan honourable introduction 
into the great world. Mrs. and Miſs 
M. came from Hanover the enſuing 
ſummer, to pay the promiſed viſit at 
the Priory. There Miſs M. captivated 
a neighbouring baronet of very large 
fortune, to whom ſhe was ſoon after 
married, and is ſettled within a few 
miles of the Priory, to the great ſatisfac - 
tion of Mrs. Mordaunt. Mr. Digby was 
returned again for the county, and. 
lately received an addreſs of thanks 
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from his conſtituents, for his warm 

| ſupport of the miniſter on a late occa- 
ſion. Colonel Nugent will never marry ; 
he has adopted colonel Manly's eldeſt 
ſon, to whom he ſtood god-father, and 
whom it is ſuppoſed he will make his heir. 
Mrs. Mordaunt, with as much beau- 
ty as ever fell to the ſhare of woman, 
with accompliſhments that would adorn 
the higheſt ſation, prefers the charms 
of retirement, and the pleaſures of do- 
meſtic happineſs, to thoſe of the great 
World, —with which ſhe is, however, 
ſometimes obliged to mingle ; but al- 

ways returns with additional ſatisfac- 
tion to her rural habitation. Mr. Mor- 
daunt refuſes to accept of any further 
_ prefetment, or church dignity, from a 
noble principle—he ſays. he could not 
anſwer it to his conſcience, to deprive a 
worthy man of thoſe advantages which 
bis merit intitle him to, his own for- 
tune being already larger, even than be 
wiſhes; 
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wiſhes ; but he is conſcientiouſly ſtrict 
in the duties of his own pariſh—which 
he conſtantly performs in perſon, except 
for three months, when he is in Lon- 
non; indeed it is a charming ſight in 
this diſhpated age, to ſce ſo young and 
lovely a mother, with fix beautiful 
children, regularly attending her public 


duties, and liſtening with viſible delight 


to the elegant and accompliſhed huſ- 
band and parent, zealouſly inſtructing 
his family and pariſhioners in their duty 


to God and man. Soon after his marri- 
age, he ſought for a proper perſon to ſu- 
perintend the education of his children, 


and was happy enough to engage a 


clergyman of excellent character and 


abilities to whom he has committed 
the care of his three ſons; they reſide 


with Mr. Digby at the Priory, at his 
Particular requeſt, and he ſpends a great 


deal of his time in forming their young 


minds to this gentleman alſo, Mr. 


Mordaunt 
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Mordaunt intruſts the care of his pariſh 
in the winter months, and being per- 
fectly ſatisſied with his conduct and 
character in every reſpect, has made a 
handſome proviſion for him. A ſtrict 
friendſhip ſubſiſts between lady L. lady 
W. (late Miſs M.) Mrs. Mordaunt, 
and Mrs. Manly; they are almoſt con- 
ſtantly together when in town, and viſit 
each other every ſummer ir the country. 
Mr. Turner and Mr. Rapley are alſo 
inſeparable companions ; they are at the 
head of every faſhionable diſſipation, 
and ruining their health and their for- 
tunes as faſt as they can. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mordaunt have been now married al- 
moſt twelve years; ſhe is the mother ot 
eight fine children, and is at the writing 
of this, one of the moſt beautiful and 


accompliſhed women in England. Mr. 
Mordaunt's large fortune and great con- 
nections, afford him the means of being 
a bleſſing to his pariſh and the neigh- 

bourhood 3 
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bourhood ; his extenſive charity and 
benevolence are ſpoke of throughout 
the county; Mr. Digby and he are unit- 
ed by every tie that can bind virtuous 
minds to each other, and except their 
grief for the death of Mrs. Mordaunt, 
they have paſſed their lives with ſcarce 
an interruption to their happineſs—and 
the lovely Louiſa, the heroine of this 
little, but true ſtory, has received the 
REWARD OF AN AFFECTION- 
ATE DAUGHTER. 


THE END, 


